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INTRODUCTION
Hadei Devarim: Navotim BeNetivot Ha'El – "The Echoes of Devarim:
Navigating the Pathways of HaShem." This book represents an odyssey
that bridges the ancient with the contemporary, the seen with the
unseen, and the spiritual with the scientific. At its heart lies the
compelling narrative of Moshe sending spies into the Land of Israel, a
story that has captivated theologians, philosophers, and now, even
scientists, for generations.

Why do the explorations of a land promised thousands of years ago
resonate with the principles of quantum physics today? How do the
observations and perceptions of the spies reflect upon our
understanding of reality, both physical and metaphysical? And what can
the insights of the Kli Yakar, a sage steeped in the tradition and wisdom
of the Torah, offer us in our quest for understanding the divine
architecture of the universe?

In the pages that follow, we embark on an exploration of "Parashat
Devarim," unraveling the divine mysteries embedded within the Torah
and juxtaposing them with the fascinating, often bewildering world of
quantum physics. This is not merely an academic exercise but a
spiritual journey that invites us to view the world through a lens that
transcends time and space, bridging the gap between the wisdom of
our ancestors and the discoveries of the modern age.

The narrative of the spies offers us a unique vantage point to explore
themes of perception, faith, and the nature of reality. Just as their
journey challenged the Israelites to confront their fears and embrace a
future filled with divine promise, so too does the study of quantum
physics challenge our understanding of the world, pushing us to
consider realities beyond our immediate perception.
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Through the wisdom of the Kli Yakar, we will discover the timeless
truths hidden within this ancient story, truths that speak to the very
essence of existence and our place within it. His insights, though
centuries old, illuminate our understanding in surprising and profound
ways, revealing the interconnectedness of all things, the power of
observation, and the infinite possibilities that faith in HaShem opens up
to us.

As we navigate the pathways laid out in "Devarim," let us keep our minds
open to the echoes of divine wisdom that permeate every aspect of our
reality. Let this book be your guide through the complexities of Torah
study and quantum physics, uncovering the layers of meaning that bind
them together. For in the convergence of the spiritual and the
scientific, we may find the keys to unlocking the deepest mysteries of
the universe and, ultimately, ourselves.
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EXPLORATION
At the core of this exploration is the intriguing story of the spies sent by
Moshe into the Land of Israel, a narrative that has captivated scholars,
mystics, and scientists alike. The spies' journey, their observations, and
the subsequent reactions of the Israelite community provide fertile
ground for a metaphysical study of faith, perception, and the nature of
reality as understood through both the Torah and quantum physics.

Key Themes and Explorations:

Divine Mysteries and Quantum Realities: The book opens up
discussions on how the narrative of the spies parallels quantum
concepts of observation, reality, and potentiality. It proposes that just
as the spies' observations shaped the Israelites' perceptions and
realities, quantum physics suggests that the act of observation can alter
the state of what is being observed.

The Wisdom of Kli Yakar: Each chapter is infused with insights from
the Kli Yakar, whose commentary sheds light on the deeper spiritual
lessons of "Parashat Devarim." The book translates and interprets his
teachings, drawing connections between these ancient insights and
modern existential questions.

Navigating Pathways of Faith: Through the story of the spies, the book
explores themes of trust, fear, and the journey towards a promised
future. It examines how faith—or the lack thereof—can shape our
understanding of reality and our willingness to step into the unknown,
drawing parallels with the observer effect in quantum physics.

The Land of Israel as a Metaphysical Space: The description of the
Land of Israel by the spies is reexamined as not just a physical territory
but a metaphysical space filled with divine potential. The book
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discusses how this perspective aligns with the idea of quantum
superposition, where all possibilities exist simultaneously until
observed.

Moral & Ethical Implications: Beyond the metaphysical and scientific,
the book delves into the moral and ethical lessons of the spy narrative,
emphasizing the importance of perspective, leadership, and communal
responsibility. It explores how Kli Yakar's insights into these areas offer
timeless guidance for modern readers.

Hadei Devarim: Navotim BeNetivot Ha'El, is more than just a book; it is
an invitation to journey through the layers of Torah, mysticism, and
science. It challenges readers to see beyond the surface, to question
and explore the divine mysteries that lie at the intersection of ancient
wisdom and quantum physics. This book is a testament to the enduring
relevance of the Torah and Jewish thought in illuminating the mysteries
of the universe and our place within it.
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PARASHAT DEVARIM

Deuteronomy 1:1

"These are the words which Moses spoke unto all Israel beyond the
Jordan in the wilderness, in the Arabah, over against Suf, between Paran
and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Di-zahab."

Metaphysical Exploration: The wilderness, מדבר (midbar), is not merely
a physical locale but a spiritual state, emblematic of the soul's journey
through the vastness of existence, seeking the divine. Kabbalistically,
the desert's emptiness is akin to the state of Ayin ,(אין) nothingness, a
prerequisite for receiving the Torah. Each location mentioned maps to a
sefirah, guiding the soul from Chesed ,חסד) kindness) through to
Malchut ,מלכות) kingship), with Moses serving as the channel of divine
wisdom, the Torah, flowing into the world.

Kli Yakar Insight: He notes that these places, though seemingly
geographical, encode the stages of spiritual growth and challenges the
Israelites, and by extension all seekers of Torah, must navigate. The
specificity of "beyond the Jordan" signifies the crossing from the
mundane into the realm of holiness, an invitation to each soul to
embark on its journey towards divine illumination.
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Deuteronomy 1:2

"It is eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way of mount Seir unto
Kadesh-barnea."

Metaphysical Exploration: The number eleven signifies transcendence
beyond the Ten Sefirot, into the realm of Da'at ,דעת) knowledge), a
hidden dimension where the divine spark within Torah and soul unite.
The journey from Horeb, the mountain of God, symbolizes the ascent of
the soul from its foundation in Torah towards a deeper, more intimate
knowledge of the Divine, through the trials and tribulations
represented by "mount Seir."

Kli Yakar Insight: He draws our attention to the transformative journey
of the soul, highlighting that the path from the revelation at Sinai
(Horeb) towards the realization of potential in the Promised Land
(Kadesh-barnea) is fraught with challenges. Each step, each day's
journey, is a process of purification and elevation, a preparation for
entering a state of spiritual readiness and maturity.
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Deuteronomy 1:3

"And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the
first day of the month, that Moses spoke unto the children of Israel,
according unto all that HaShem had given him in commandment unto
them."

Metaphysical Exploration: The fortieth year signifies a period of
completion and readiness for a new beginning, as the number 40
represents a cycle of spiritual gestation and transformation. The
eleventh month, again evoking the number eleven, points to the
threshold of a higher state of consciousness, preparing the soul for the
leap from the known to the unknown. Moses' speech is the culmination
of this journey, the transmission of divine commands through the vessel
of Torah to the souls of Israel.

Kli Yakar Insight: He emphasizes the significance of Moses conveying
the divine commands precisely at this moment, marking the transition
from the wilderness to the brink of the Promised Land. It signifies the
readiness of the Israelites to internalize the lessons of their wanderings,
embodying the Torah not just as law but as a living testament to their
relationship with HaShem.
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Deuteronomy 1:4

"After he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, which dwelt in
Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, which dwelt at Ashtaroth in Edrei."

Metaphysical Exploration: The victories over Sihon and Og are not
merely historical conquests but symbolize the overcoming of profound
spiritual barriers. Sihon represents the obstacles that stem from the
external world, the challenges to faith and commitment to Torah from
societal pressures. Og stands for the internal giants, the ego, pride, and
base desires that can dwarf spiritual aspirations. Their defeat signifies
the transcending of these barriers, enabling the soul to progress in its
divine service.

Kli Yakar Insight: He interprets these victories as demonstrations of
divine power and mercy, reminding us that no obstacle is
insurmountable with HaShem's aid. The mention of these kings and
their realms emphasizes the transformation of the physical and
spiritual landscapes through the power of Torah and mitzvot,
converting potential adversaries into vehicles for divine manifestation.
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Deuteronomy 1:5

"On this side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses to declare
this law, saying,"

Metaphysical Exploration: The "land of Moab" serves as the threshold
between the wilderness and the Promised Land, a space of transition
and preparation. Here, Moses begins to expound the Torah, suggesting
the continuous revelation and unfolding of divine wisdom. This act
mirrors the process of birthing divine illumination into the world, as the
soul internalizes and then expresses the eternal truths of Torah.

Kli Yakar Insight: He highlights the significance of Moses' decision to
expound the Torah specifically in Moab, a place outside the immediate
sanctity of the Promised Land. This teaches that Torah is not confined
to any one place or people; it is a universal wisdom, accessible and
applicable everywhere, at all times. The act of declaration by Moses
symbolizes the responsibility of every Jew to study Torah and illuminate
their surroundings with its teachings.
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Deuteronomy 1:6

"HaShem our God spoke unto us in Horeb, saying: Ye have dwelt long
enough in this mount."

Metaphysical Exploration: Horeb, the mountain of divine revelation,
signifies the heights of spiritual attainment and closeness to HaShem.
Yet, the command to leave Horeb reveals a profound teaching: spiritual
growth requires movement and change. Dwelling too long at any
spiritual station, no matter how elevated, can lead to stagnation. The
soul must continually strive for higher levels of understanding and
connection with the Divine.

Kli Yakar Insight: He elucidates that this divine directive emphasizes
the dynamic nature of Jewish life and learning. Just as the Israelites
were called to journey forth from Horeb, so too are we encouraged to
move beyond our current spiritual achievements, to explore new
territories of Torah and mitzvot. The phrase "Ye have dwelt long
enough" serves as a reminder that our ultimate goal is not to remain
static but to journey ever closer to HaShem, embodying the Torah in
every aspect of our lives.
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Deuteronomy 1:7

"Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mountain of the
Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the
hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of
the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river
Euphrates."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse is a call to spiritual expansion and
exploration. The "mountain of the Amorites" and the varied landscapes
symbolize the diverse aspects and challenges of spiritual growth. Each
terrain represents different facets of the soul's journey towards
refinement and elevation. The mention of "Lebanon" and "the river
Euphrates" alludes to the ultimate expansion of spiritual consciousness
and the flow of divine wisdom into every aspect of creation.

Kli Yakar Insight: The directive to explore these diverse terrains
underscores the holistic approach of Torah life, engaging and
sanctifying every dimension of existence—physical and spiritual,
individual and communal. The journey across these landscapes is a
metaphor for the soul's endeavor to bring light into darkness, to
transform every place and situation into an abode for HaShem's
presence.
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Deuteronomy 1:8

"Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which
HaShem swore unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give
unto them and to their seed after them."

Metaphysical Exploration: The act of setting the land before the
Israelites signifies the presentation of spiritual potential and divine
promise. Entering and possessing the land parallels the soul's mission
to actualize its potential through adherence to Torah and mitzvot. The
reference to the Patriarchs imbues this mission with a sense of
continuity and covenant, linking the spiritual achievements of the past
with the present and future generations.

Kli Yakar Insight: This verse emphasizes the unbroken chain of
transmission and the fulfillment of divine promises. The land serves not
merely as a physical inheritance but as a spiritual legacy, calling each
individual to realize their part in the collective destiny of Israel. The
mention of the Patriarchs highlights the idea that each Jew is a vital link
in this chain, entrusted with a unique portion of the divine mission.
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Deuteronomy 1:9

"And I spoke unto you at that time, saying: 'I am not able to bear you
myself alone.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: Moses' declaration reflects the profound
truth that leadership and spiritual growth are not solitary endeavors
but communal responsibilities. It underscores the interconnectedness
of all souls within the community of Israel, each supporting and
uplifting the other. Moses' statement also hints at the concept of
Shevirat HaKelim (the Breaking of the Vessels), where the light of divine
wisdom is too great to be contained within a single vessel, necessitating
a distribution among many to prevent spiritual overload.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar teaches that Moses' admission of his
limitations is not a sign of weakness but an affirmation of the value of
collective wisdom and the strength found in unity. It serves as a
reminder that no one person holds all the answers or bears all the
burdens, emphasizing the importance of shared leadership, mutual
respect, and the diverse contributions each individual brings to the
community.
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Deuteronomy 1:10

"HaShem your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day as
the stars of heaven for multitude."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse echoes the promise made to
Abraham, intertwining the destiny of the Jewish people with the stars.
Just as stars illuminate the night, each soul shines its unique light,
contributing to the collective radiance of the nation. Kabbalistically, the
stars represent the Sefirot, the divine emanations through which the
world is constantly created and sustained. The multitude of Israel is a
reflection of the infinite expressions of divine light, each soul a spark of
the Ein Sof, the Infinite.

Kli Yakar Insight: He highlights the miraculous growth of the Jewish
people, emphasizing it as a sign of divine favor and the fulfillment of
HaShem's promise. This increase is not merely physical but spiritual,
with each individual representing a unique aspect of divine wisdom.
The comparison to the stars serves as a reminder of our higher
purpose: to illuminate the world with the light of Torah and mitzvot.
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Deuteronomy 1:11

"HaShem, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand times so many
more as ye are, and bless you, as He hath promised you!"

Metaphysical Exploration: This blessing for exponential growth is not
only a wish for numerical increase but a prayer for the amplification of
spiritual light and blessings. The invocation of "a thousand times"
signifies infinite abundance, reflecting the boundless potential for
growth and blessing inherent in adherence to HaShem's will. This verse
encapsulates the dynamic between divine benevolence and human
action, encouraging us to align our deeds with divine intent to unlock
the flow of blessings.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar sees this as a call to merit divine
blessing through our actions and intentions. The mention of the
forefathers evokes the covenantal relationship, suggesting that our
blessings are intertwined with our commitment to continue the legacy
of faith, righteousness, and dedication to HaShem. This verse reinforces
the idea that divine blessings are contingent upon our spiritual
endeavors and moral conduct.

19



Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:12

"How can I myself alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and
your strife?"

Metaphysical Exploration: Here, Moses expresses the weight of
leadership and the challenge of guiding a nation through spiritual and
temporal challenges. This verse reflects the concept of Shefa ,(שפע) the
divine flow, and its proper channeling and distribution among the
people. Moses' plea underscores the necessity of collective
responsibility and the sharing of the spiritual and communal load for
the Shefa to be effectively disseminated without overwhelming any
single vessel.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets Moses' words as highlighting
the importance of community support, the delegation of authority, and
the empowerment of others to lead and teach. This approach not only
ensures the efficient administration of justice and governance but also
fosters a culture of shared responsibility and mutual aid, critical for the
spiritual health and growth of the community. Moses' statement serves
as a model for leadership that is rooted in humility, recognizing the
value and necessity of each individual's contribution to the collective
well-being.
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Deuteronomy 1:13

"Provide you wise and understanding men, known among your tribes,
and I will make them rulers over you."

Metaphysical Exploration: This directive from Moses to select leaders
is a call for the integration of Chochmah (wisdom), Binah
(understanding), and Da'at (knowledge) within the communal structure.
It underscores the importance of spiritual and intellectual qualities in
leadership, reflecting the divine attributes of the Sefirot. These leaders
act as conduits for the divine flow (Shefa), channeling it appropriately
to nurture the community's spiritual and physical well-being.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the criteria for leadership
as being rooted in wisdom and understanding, highlighting that true
leadership in a Jewish context is not merely about authority but about
guiding others with compassion, justice, and the fear of HaShem. The
acknowledgment of these leaders by their tribes signifies the necessity
of communal respect and consent, fostering a leadership that is both
divine in inspiration and democratic in execution.
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Deuteronomy 1:14

"And ye answered me, and said: ‘The thing which thou hast spoken is
good for us to do.’"

Metaphysical Exploration: The response of the people reflects their
alignment with the divine will, a willingness to structure their
community in harmony with spiritual principles. This verse symbolizes
the harmonious interaction between the upper and lower worlds,
where the divine plan is embraced and enacted by human agency. The
collective acceptance signifies the unity of purpose and the shared
commitment to a society grounded in Torah values.

Kli Yakar Insight: He notes the importance of communal consent in the
governance of the people, viewing it as essential for the legitimacy and
effectiveness of leadership. This model of consent not only strengthens
the bonds within the community but also ensures that the leaders are
truly representative of and accountable to those they serve. The
communal agreement serves as a foundation for a society where
justice, wisdom, and divine service are paramount.
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Deuteronomy 1:15

"So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and understanding men, and
made them heads over you, captains over thousands, and captains over
hundreds, and captains over fifties, and captains over tens, and officers
among your tribes."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse reflects the structure of divine
governance as mirrored in the organization of the Israelite camp, from
the leaders of thousands down to leaders of tens. This hierarchical
system is symbolic of the Sefirotic tree, where the flow of divine energy
descends from Keter (crown) through the various Sefirot to Malchut
(kingdom). Each level of leadership serves as a vessel for the Shefa,
tailored to the needs and capacities of the group they serve.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the wisdom in Moses'
approach to leadership and governance, establishing a system that is
both efficient and sensitive to the needs of the community. This
structure allows for personalized attention and care, ensuring that the
spiritual and temporal needs of every individual are addressed. It is a
model of leadership that combines divine guidance with practical
wisdom, aiming to create a society where every member can thrive in
their service to HaShem and their community.
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Deuteronomy 1:16

"And I charged your judges at that time, saying: 'Hear the causes between
your brethren, and judge righteously between a man and his brother, and
the stranger that is with him.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse underlines the spiritual
dimension of justice, emphasizing the need for balance (Tiferet) and
compassion (Chesed) in judgment. Judges are not merely arbiters of
human disputes but are vessels for divine justice, channeling the
attribute of Din (judgment) with an awareness of the underlying unity
of all souls. Their role is critical in maintaining the spiritual integrity of
the community, ensuring that the Shefa (divine flow) is not disrupted by
injustice or disharmony.

Kli Yakar Insight: He underscores the significance of Moses'
instruction for judges to listen carefully and judge righteously,
indicating the profound responsibility borne by those in positions of
judgment. The inclusion of "the stranger that is with him" highlights the
Torah's encompassing vision of justice, which extends beyond the
immediate community to ensure fairness and protection for all
individuals, reflecting the universal principles of divine law.

24



Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:17

"Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall hear the small as
well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the
judgment is God's: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto
me, and I will hear it."

Metaphysical Exploration: The command to show no partiality in
judgment and to treat all equally, irrespective of their social standing, is
a reflection of the divine attribute of Malkhut (kingship), which relates
to sovereignty and justice. This verse teaches that true judgment
transcends human biases and fears, embodying the objective and
impartial nature of divine judgment. Judges are reminded that their
authority is derived from HaShem, and in cases of doubt or difficulty,
they are to seek higher guidance, symbolizing the constant need for
humility and connection to the divine source.

Kli Yakar Insight: The insistence on impartiality and courage in the
face of human power dynamics reflects the Torah's deep understanding
of human psychology and social pressures. The Kli Yakar points out that
by emphasizing that "the judgment is God's," Moses instills a sense of
divine accountability in the judges, encouraging them to rise above
personal biases and societal influences, and to seek divine guidance in
complex cases, thus ensuring the integrity and fairness of the judicial
process.
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Deuteronomy 1:18

"And I commanded you at that time all the things which ye should do."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse encapsulates the transmission of
the divine commandments through Moses to the people, highlighting
the chain of tradition and the role of the Jewish people as guardians and
practitioners of the Torah. The commandments are not mere
regulations but are pathways to aligning the human will with the divine
will, each mitzvah a conduit for drawing down divine light (Ohr) into the
world and elevating the sparks of holiness embedded in creation.

Kli Yakar Insight: He emphasizes the comprehensive nature of Moses'
instructions, which encompass all aspects of life—spiritual, ethical, and
practical. This holistic approach to divine commandments underscores
the Torah's vision of a society where every action, however mundane, is
infused with intentionality and connected to the divine purpose. The Kli
Yakar highlights the responsibility of each individual to internalize and
enact these commandments, contributing to the sanctification of the
world and the realization of the divine plan.
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Deuteronomy 1:19

"And we journeyed from Horeb, and went through all that great and
terrible wilderness, which ye saw by the way of the mountain of the
Amorites, as HaShem our God commanded us; and we came to
Kadesh-barnea."

Metaphysical Exploration: The journey from Horeb, through the
wilderness to Kadesh-barnea, symbolizes the soul's voyage through the
trials and challenges of life, guided by divine command. The wilderness
represents the uncertainties and fears that confront us, yet also serves
as the space where faith is tested and strengthened. This verse
encapsulates the dynamic of divine guidance and human endeavor,
where the challenges faced in the wilderness are transformative,
shaping the soul for its divine mission.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the significance of
following HaShem's command even through the "great and terrible
wilderness." It is a testament to the faith and resilience of the Israelites,
who, despite the daunting nature of their journey, trusted in HaShem's
guidance. This passage teaches us about the importance of
perseverance and faith in the face of adversity, and the role of divine
providence in guiding us through life's trials towards our spiritual
destinations.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:20

"And I said unto you: 'Ye are come unto the mountain of the Amorites,
which HaShem our God doth give unto us.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This declaration by Moses to the Israelites
upon reaching the mountain of the Amorites signifies a moment of
divine promise being set before them, an opportunity to manifest their
destiny. The mountain symbolizes both a physical and spiritual
challenge, representing obstacles that require faith and action to
overcome. It serves as a metaphor for the challenges we encounter in
fulfilling our divine purpose, emphasizing that with HaShem's help, no
obstacle is insurmountable.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights this moment as a test of faith
and obedience for the Israelites. The promise of HaShem to give the
land indicates that while divine providence sets the stage, it is through
human action and faith that HaShem's promises are realized. This
teaches us about the partnership between the divine and human
realms, where faith in HaShem's promises is actualized through our
efforts and courage in facing life's challenges.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:21

"Behold, HaShem thy God hath set the land before thee: go up, take
possession, as HaShem, the God of thy fathers, hath spoken unto thee;
fear not, neither be dismayed."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse is an emphatic call to action,
underscored by divine assurance. The land set before them is not only a
physical territory but also represents the spiritual inheritance and
potential that HaShem offers to each soul. This call to "go up, take
possession" is a directive for spiritual ascent and realization, urging us
to overcome fear and doubt with faith in HaShem's promise and
protection.

Kli Yakar Insight: He interprets this as an encouragement to trust in
HaShem's support and to move forward with confidence in fulfilling
one's divine mission. The admonition "fear not, neither be dismayed"
addresses the human tendencies towards fear and hesitation,
reminding us that with faith in HaShem, we can face and overcome any
challenge. The Kli Yakar sees this as a pivotal lesson in the power of
faith and the importance of acting upon divine guidance with courage
and determination.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:22

"And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, 'Let us send men
before us, and let them search us out the land, and bring us word again
by what way we must go up, and into what cities we shall come.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This request by the people for scouts to
survey the land symbolizes the human desire to understand and
prepare for the challenges ahead through investigation and knowledge.
This reflects the interplay between the sefirot of Chochmah (wisdom),
Binah (understanding), and Da'at (knowledge), highlighting the
necessity of employing divine attributes in the service of fulfilling
HaShem's commandments. The scouts represent the faculties of
discernment and foresight, essential for navigating the spiritual
journey.

Kli Yakar Insight: He notes this initiative as indicative of a lack of
complete faith in HaShem's promise, yet also acknowledges the
practical human instinct to assess challenges before confronting them.
The Kli Yakar stresses the importance of balancing faith with practical
wisdom, ensuring that actions are aligned with divine will while also
employing rational judgment and preparation.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:23

"And the saying pleased me well: and I took twelve men of you, one of a
tribe."

Metaphysical Exploration: Moses' acceptance of the plan to send
scouts, and his selection of one man from each tribe, underscores the
concept of unity within diversity. The twelve tribes, each with its
unique characteristics and spiritual role, reflect the comprehensive
nature of Israel. This mirrors the structure of the Sefirot, with each
sefirah possessing distinct qualities yet working in harmony towards
the fulfillment of the divine plan. The scouts' mission is a collective
effort that necessitates the inclusion and cooperation of all parts of the
nation, emphasizing the importance of unity in achieving common
goals.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights Moses' agreement as a
demonstration of leadership that values communal input and
consensus. By selecting representatives from each tribe, Moses ensures
that all segments of the community are involved in the process,
fostering a sense of collective responsibility and unity. This approach
not only empowers the people but also strengthens their commitment
to the mission and to each other.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:24

"And they turned and went up into the mountain, and came unto the
valley of Eshcol, and searched it out."

Metaphysical Exploration: The scouts' ascent into the mountain and
their journey to the valley of Eshcol represent the pursuit of higher
spiritual understanding and the exploration of the depth of divine
promise. Mountains in Jewish mysticism often symbolize lofty spiritual
states and closeness to HaShem, while valleys represent humility and
receptiveness. The act of searching the land reflects the soul's quest for
clarity and purpose within the divine plan, seeking to grasp the fullness
of HaShem's blessings and how they might be realized.

Kli Yakar Insight: He views the scouts' journey as symbolic of the
challenges and uncertainties that accompany the fulfillment of divine
promises. The exploration of the land, with its potential for abundance
and prosperity, serves as a test of faith and trust in HaShem's provision.
The Kli Yakar emphasizes the need for balance between divine
assurance and human agency, encouraging us to actively engage with
the opportunities and challenges presented by HaShem, while always
relying on His guidance and support.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:25

"And they took of the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought it down
unto us, and brought us word again, and said, 'It is a good land which
HaShem our God doth give us.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: The scouts' action of bringing back fruit
from the land symbolizes the tangible manifestations of divine
blessings. The fruit, a result of the land's fertility and abundance,
represents the Shefa (divine flow) that materializes when we align our
actions with HaShem's will. This verse teaches about the realization of
potential—how divine promises become concrete realities through our
faith and efforts. It underscores the concept of Asiyah (action) in
Kabbalah, the final stage where spiritual intentions manifest in the
physical world.

Kli Yakar Insight: He interprets this gesture as an affirmation of
HaShem's promise, a tangible sign of the land's potential for abundance
and prosperity. The Kli Yakar emphasizes the scouts' positive report as
an encouragement to trust in HaShem's promises, highlighting the
importance of recognizing and appreciating the manifestations of
divine blessings in our lives. This act serves as a reminder to maintain
faith in HaShem's benevolence and to approach His gifts with gratitude
and responsibility.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:26

"Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the
commandment of HaShem your God."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse reflects a moment of crisis in
faith, where the fear and doubt of the Israelites led them to resist
HaShem's command. This rebellion against divine will represents a
spiritual descent, a misalignment with the divine purpose that hinders
the flow of Shefa. It underscores the challenges of maintaining faith in
the face of fear and uncertainty, and the consequences of allowing
these lower instincts to dominate our actions.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar views this resistance as a critical lesson
on the dangers of doubt and fear, which can distance us from fulfilling
our divine mission. He highlights the need for constant vigilance
against the negative inclinations that lead to rebellion against HaShem's
will. This verse serves as a warning about the consequences of failing to
trust in HaShem, urging us to cultivate a deeper faith and reliance on
divine guidance.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:27

"And ye murmured in your tents, and said, 'Because HaShem hated us,
He hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the
hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: The murmuring of the Israelites in their
tents symbolizes the inner turmoil and despair that arise when faith is
lost. Their mistaken belief that HaShem brought them out of Egypt to
destroy them reflects a profound misunderstanding of the divine
nature, which is all-loving and benevolent. This verse illustrates how
fear and despair can distort our perception of divine intentions, leading
to a sense of abandonment and hopelessness.

Kli Yakar Insight: He sees this expression of despair as a failure to
recognize the trials and challenges as part of HaShem's larger plan for
growth and redemption. The Kli Yakar stresses the importance of
understanding that HaShem's actions are always for our ultimate good,
even when His ways are inscrutable. This verse teaches the value of
trust and patience in the divine plan, encouraging us to remain
steadfast in our faith, even in the face of adversity.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:28

"Whither shall we go up? Our brethren have discouraged our heart,
saying, 'The people are greater and taller than we; the cities are great
and walled up to heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the
Anakims there.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This expression of fear and doubt by the
Israelites represents the spiritual challenge of confronting seemingly
insurmountable obstacles on the path to fulfilling one's divine mission.
The reference to the "sons of the Anakims" and the "cities walled up to
heaven" symbolizes the daunting trials and the resistance faced in the
pursuit of spiritual growth. This verse highlights the struggle between
faith and fear, and the importance of perceiving obstacles not as
insurmountable barriers but as opportunities for growth and reliance
on divine assistance.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the destructive power of
negative speech and doubt, which can erode confidence and faith
within a community. He notes that the fear instilled by the scouts'
report reflects a lack of trust in HaShem's promise and power. The Kli
Yakar teaches the importance of focusing on HaShem's capabilities
rather than the magnitude of the challenges we face, urging us to
maintain a perspective that magnifies divine providence and minimizes
our fears.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:29

"Then I said unto you, 'Dread not, neither be afraid of them.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: Moses' reassurance to the Israelites is a call
to replace fear with faith, emphasizing the power of divine protection
and guidance. His words act as a reminder of the spiritual principle that
fear can only take hold when one's focus shifts away from HaShem's
omnipotence to the illusory might of mortal challenges. This verse
teaches the transformative power of faith, which can dispel fear and
illuminate the path forward, even in the face of daunting obstacles.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights Moses' role as a spiritual
leader in reinforcing the Israelites' faith and trust in HaShem. He views
Moses' encouragement as a pivotal lesson in leadership and communal
support, demonstrating the importance of uplifting one another's
spirits and strengthening each other's faith in times of doubt and fear.
This encouragement serves as a model for how we should respond to
challenges, not with fear, but with a steadfast trust in HaShem's
promise and protection.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:30

"HaShem your God who goeth before you, He shall fight for you,
according to all that He did for you in Egypt before your eyes;"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse reaffirms the constant presence
and intervention of the Divine in the struggles of life. Just as HaShem
led and protected the Israelites in Egypt and throughout their desert
journey, He continues to guide and defend His people in their current
trials. This assurance serves to strengthen faith in divine providence,
reminding us that HaShem is not a distant deity but an ever-present
help, actively engaged in the lives of those who trust in Him.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar draws from this verse a profound
lesson on the nature of divine assistance. He notes that HaShem's help
often requires our active participation and courage to face the
challenges ahead. The reminder of HaShem's past miracles is not
merely for reassurance but to inspire confidence in His ongoing
support. It encourages us to engage with our trials with faith and
courage, knowing that HaShem is with us, fighting our battles and
leading us to victory.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:31

"And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how that HaShem thy God
bore thee, as a man doth bear his son, in all the way that ye went, until
ye came into this place."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse illustrates the compassionate and
nurturing aspect of the Divine, likened to a father carrying his son. It
reflects the Sefirah of Chesed (loving-kindness), emphasizing HaShem's
continual guidance and support throughout the Israelites' journey in
the wilderness. This paternal imagery serves as a powerful reminder of
the intimate and caring relationship between HaShem and His people,
suggesting that even in moments of trial and uncertainty, HaShem's
loving presence provides strength and sustenance.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar draws attention to the profound lesson
of divine providence and care, as experienced by the Israelites in the
wilderness. He underscores the significance of remembering and
acknowledging HaShem's constant protection and provision, which
should inspire trust and faithfulness in return. This analogy encourages
us to cultivate a deep-seated awareness of HaShem's nurturing
presence in our lives, guiding us through challenges and carrying us in
times of need.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:32

"Yet in this thing ye did not believe HaShem your God,"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse confronts the issue of disbelief,
highlighting a critical moment where faith in HaShem's promises
wavered despite the myriad demonstrations of His care and protection.
It reflects a spiritual disconnect, a failure to internalize the profound
lessons of divine benevolence and might. This disbelief signifies a
barrier to receiving the fullness of Shefa (divine flow), impeding
spiritual progress and the manifestation of divine promises.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets this moment of disbelief as a
pivotal teaching on the importance of emunah (faith) in the relationship
between HaShem and His people. He suggests that faith is not static but
tested and proven in the face of challenges. This verse serves as a
cautionary tale about the ease with which faith can be undermined by
fear and doubt, and the necessity of cultivating a resilient trust in
HaShem's guiding hand, even when His plans are beyond our
understanding.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:33

"Who went in the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your
tents in, in fire by night, to show you by what way ye should go, and in a
cloud by day."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse describes HaShem's guidance of
the Israelites through the wilderness, manifested in the pillars of fire by
night and cloud by day. It symbolizes the continuous presence and
direction of the Divine in our lives, guiding us through darkness and
uncertainty. The fire and cloud are metaphors for the ways HaShem
illuminates our path and provides clarity in our journey, representing
divine wisdom and protection that transcends the limitations of
physical sight and understanding.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the tangible signs of
HaShem's presence and guidance as essential for maintaining faith and
direction in life's journey. He points out that HaShem's methods of
guiding the Israelites were suited to their needs and circumstances,
teaching us about the personalized care and attention HaShem gives to
each of us. This divine guidance, visible in the wilderness, serves as a
reminder to seek and follow HaShem's direction in our lives, trusting in
His wisdom to lead us through our own wilderness towards fulfillment
and purpose.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:34

"And HaShem heard the voice of your words, and was wroth, and sware,
saying,"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse illustrates the immediacy of
HaShem's response to the Israelites' words of doubt and fear, indicating
the profound impact of speech and intention on the divine-human
relationship. It underscores the concept that our words and thoughts
are not merely transient or insignificant; they resonate within the
spiritual realms, eliciting a response from the Divine. This moment
serves as a powerful reminder of the weight of our expressions and the
necessity of aligning our speech with faith and trust in HaShem's
providence.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the sensitivity of HaShem
to the words and sentiments of His people, reflecting on the gravity of
expressing doubt in His promises. He suggests that the reaction of
HaShem—His wrath and subsequent oath—highlights the seriousness
with which He regards the covenantal relationship with Israel. This
teaches us the importance of guarding our speech and maintaining a
positive, trusting attitude towards HaShem, recognizing the profound
implications of our words and thoughts in our relationship with the
Divine.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:35

"Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that
good land, which I swear to give unto your fathers,"

Metaphysical Exploration: This decree by HaShem marks a pivotal
moment of transition and consequence, illustrating the principle of
measure for measure within the divine justice system. The refusal to
enter the land, born of a lack of faith, results in the denial of the
privilege to experience its blessings. This serves as a stark reminder of
the importance of faith and trust in HaShem's promises, and the
spiritual and material consequences of failing to uphold these virtues.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar views this declaration as both a
punishment and a lesson for future generations. He interprets the
denial of entry into the land as a direct consequence of the lack of faith,
emphasizing the need for unwavering trust in HaShem's guidance and
promises. This teaches us about the consequences of our spiritual
attitudes and actions, underscoring the need for a deep-seated faith
that does not falter in the face of challenges.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:36

"Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him will I give
the land that he hath trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath
wholly followed HaShem."

Metaphysical Exploration: Caleb's exception from the decree against
his generation highlights the profound impact of individual faith and
integrity. His unwavering trust in HaShem, even in opposition to the
majority, underscores the power of individual righteousness to
transcend collective judgment. Caleb represents the ideal of complete
devotion to HaShem, embodying the qualities of loyalty, courage, and
faith that merit divine favor and blessing.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights Caleb's exceptional faith and
loyalty to HaShem as the reason for his reward. He sees in Caleb a
model of spiritual resilience and integrity, encouraging us to emulate
his example of trust in HaShem, regardless of prevailing doubts or fears.
Caleb's story teaches the importance of standing firm in our faith,
demonstrating that such fidelity to HaShem can alter our destiny and
bring about divine blessings.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:37

"Also HaShem was angry with me for your sakes, saying, Thou also shalt
not go in thither."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse signifies the profound
interconnectedness of the leader with his people, where Moses' destiny
is inextricably linked with that of the Israelites. It reflects the
Kabbalistic principle of Arvut, mutual responsibility, illustrating how the
spiritual stature and actions of a community can directly affect its
leaders. Moses' denial of entry into the Promised Land, while a
consequence of a specific incident, is also presented here as being tied
to the collective fate of the people he leads. This serves as a reminder of
the collective nature of spiritual journeying and the shared
responsibility for each other's spiritual well-being.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar focuses on the lesson of humility and
leadership embodied by Moses. Even the greatest of prophets is not
above the consequences of collective actions and decisions. This
moment is a testament to the deep connection between a leader and
his people, emphasizing the leader's role not merely as a guide but as a
part of the communal fabric, sharing in its triumphs and trials. It serves
as a poignant reminder of the weight of leadership and the importance
of mutual respect and responsibility within the community.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:38

"Joshua the son of Nun, who standeth before thee, he shall go in thither;
encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse introduces Joshua as the
successor to Moses, highlighting the transition of leadership within the
Israelite community. Joshua's standing "before thee" indicates not only
his physical presence but his readiness and capability to lead. This
transition symbolizes the flow of divine energy (Shefa) and guidance
through different vessels, each suited to the needs of the time.
Encouraging Joshua signifies the communal support necessary for
leadership to be effective, underlining the concept that leadership in
spiritual contexts is both a divine appointment and a communal
endeavor.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar draws attention to the importance of
mentorship and support in ensuring the continuity of leadership. By
urging Moses to encourage Joshua, the Torah underscores the critical
role of encouragement and confidence-building in preparing leaders
for their responsibilities. This instruction serves as a model for how
communities should prepare and support their leaders, ensuring they
are fortified with the confidence and strength needed to guide their
people according to HaShem's will.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:39

"And your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children,
which in that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go
in thither, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse reflects the concept of renewal
and the potential for redemption in future generations. The children,
initially thought to be the most vulnerable, are designated as the
inheritors of the Promised Land. This underscores the principle of
purity and innocence as vessels for divine blessings. Their lack of
knowledge between good and evil signifies a state of untainted
potential, highlighting the idea that spiritual inheritance and the
realization of divine promises often come through new beginnings and
unspoiled potential.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the merciful aspect of
divine justice, which allows for the renewal of promise and potential in
the face of previous generations' failures. This verse serves as a
powerful reminder of HaShem's forward-looking mercy, focusing not
on past transgressions but on future possibilities. It teaches us about
the importance of nurturing the next generation, imbuing them with
the values and faith needed to realize the promises and blessings
HaShem has in store.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:40

"But as for you, turn you, and take your journey into the wilderness by
the way of the Red Sea."

Metaphysical Exploration: This directive for the Israelites to return to
the wilderness, away from the immediate path to the Promised Land,
symbolizes moments in the spiritual journey where retreat or a seeming
regression serves a higher purpose. It's reflective of the Sefirah of Hod
(splendor), where acknowledgment of divine will leads to humility and
submission. This journey back into the wilderness is a period of
reflection, purification, and preparation, a necessary detour on the path
to spiritual fulfillment and readiness to embrace the divine promise.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets this return to the wilderness
as a divine strategy for growth and testing, underscoring the
importance of patience and trust in HaShem's timing. This moment
teaches the value of accepting divine decrees with humility, recognizing
that apparent setbacks are often divine redirections for greater growth
and eventual achievement. It emphasizes the need to embrace divine
will, even when it leads us away from our expected path, trusting in
HaShem's broader plan for our journey.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:41

"Then ye answered and said unto me, 'We have sinned against HaShem,
we will go up and fight, according to all that HaShem our God
commanded us.' And when ye had girded on every man his weapons of
war, ye were ready to go up into the hill."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse illustrates the Israelites' response
to their realization of sin, marked by a sudden willingness to engage in
battle as atonement. This reflects the Sefirah of Gevurah (strength),
which involves the courage to face one's mistakes and take action to
rectify them. Their readiness to fight symbolizes the internal battle
against ego, doubt, and rebellion, a necessary confrontation for
spiritual realignment. This moment teaches the importance of taking
decisive action towards correction and alignment with divine
command, even after transgression.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar sees this as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of impulsive attempts to rectify sin without divine sanction. He
notes that while the acknowledgment of sin is crucial, the subsequent
actions must be guided by divine will rather than self-determined
efforts to make amends. This episode serves as a lesson in the
importance of seeking divine guidance in our attempts at teshuvah
(repentance), ensuring that our efforts to correct our paths are in
harmony with HaShem's will.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:42

"And HaShem said unto me, 'Say unto them, Go not up, nor fight; for I am
not among you; lest ye be smitten before your enemies.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This divine injunction against the Israelites'
planned counteraction underscores the critical principle that success
in any endeavor, especially those involving spiritual or physical conflict,
is contingent upon HaShem's presence and blessing. The warning that
HaShem is "not among you" highlights the concept of Shechinah (Divine
Presence), indicating that actions devoid of divine support are destined
to fail. This teaches the fundamental lesson of spiritual alignment and
dependence on divine guidance, emphasizing that true strength and
victory come from being in harmony with the Divine will.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar draws from this divine command a
lesson on the limitations of human effort and the paramount
importance of divine favor. He interprets HaShem's absence from their
midst not merely as a physical reality but as a spiritual state of
disconnection due to their previous actions. This underscores the
necessity of ensuring that our endeavors, especially those aimed at
rectifying past mistakes, are infused with spiritual integrity and aligned
with HaShem's will, reminding us that without divine support, our
efforts are ultimately futile.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:43

"So I spoke unto you; and ye would not hear, but rebelled against the
commandment of HaShem, and went presumptuously up into the hill."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse depicts the Israelites' defiance of
divine command, a reflection of the Sefirah of Malchut (kingship) in
disharmony, where human will opposes divine will. Their refusal to
listen and their presumptuous action represent a disconnect from the
divine source, leading to misalignment and chaos. This moment teaches
the importance of submission to divine authority and the dangers of
ego-driven decisions that disregard divine guidance.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the gravity of disregarding
HaShem's commands, viewing it as a breach of faith and trust. He
points out that such actions not only contravene divine will but also
reveal a deeper spiritual malaise—an unwillingness to accept divine
sovereignty and guidance. This serves as a stark reminder of the need
for humility and obedience in our relationship with HaShem,
underscoring the consequences of pride and self-reliance.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:44

"And the Amorites, which dwelt in that mountain, came out against you,
and chased you, as bees do, and destroyed you in Seir, even unto
Hormah."

Metaphysical Exploration: The Amorites' aggressive pursuit and the
Israelites' subsequent defeat are symbolic of the natural consequence
of actions taken out of alignment with divine will. The imagery of being
chased "as bees" signifies the relentless nature of the repercussions that
follow when we stray from the path HaShem has set for us. This
encounter reflects the Sefirah of Din (judgment), where divine justice
manifests through natural consequences, teaching the lesson that
divine protection is contingent upon our adherence to divine laws and
commands.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets this defeat as a direct
outcome of the Israelites' defiance and presumption. He suggests that
this episode serves as a vivid illustration of the principle that victory
and protection in our endeavors are granted by HaShem and are not
the results of our own strength or will. This event teaches the critical
lesson that when we act against divine will, we expose ourselves to
defeat and loss, highlighting the importance of seeking and following
HaShem's guidance in all our actions.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:45

"And ye returned and wept before HaShem; but HaShem would not
hearken to your voice, nor give ear unto you."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse captures the moment of
realization and repentance by the Israelites, yet also the divine
response that sometimes, the consequences of our actions are
irrevocable. Their weeping signifies a return to a state of humility and
recognition of HaShem's sovereignty, yet it also illustrates that
teshuvah (repentance) does not always immediately alter the decree.
This teaches the complexity of divine justice and mercy, emphasizing
that while repentance is crucial, it must be accompanied by a genuine
transformation of heart and action.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar notes the importance of sincere
repentance and the timing of seeking forgiveness. He highlights that
while HaShem is merciful, there are moments when divine justice
prevails, serving as a lesson for the future. This serves as a reminder of
the gravity of our actions and the necessity for earnest and timely
repentance, stressing that while HaShem's mercy is boundless, our
actions have real consequences that may not be easily undone.
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 1:46

"So ye abode in Kadesh many days, according unto the days that ye abode
there."

Metaphysical Exploration: The extended stay in Kadesh represents a
period of waiting and reflection, a divine mandate to contemplate the
events that transpired and their spiritual implications. This duration of
abiding, reflective of the Sefirah of Yesod (foundation), serves as a
period of stabilization and realignment, where the lessons of the past
are integrated to lay a stronger foundation for future actions. It
symbolizes a time of preparation and purification, allowing the lessons
of humility, faith, and obedience to deeply penetrate the communal and
individual consciousness.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar views this prolonged stay as a time for
introspection and growth, a divine opportunity to deeply internalize the
lessons learned from their failures and to prepare for the future with a
renewed commitment to divine will. He suggests that such periods of
seeming inactivity are, in fact, rich with
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Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 2:1

"Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of
the Red Sea, as HaShem spoke unto me: and we compassed mount Seir
many days."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse describes the Israelites'
redirection and prolonged period around Mount Seir, guided by divine
command. This journey, symbolizing the Sefirah of Netzach (eternity),
reflects the enduring nature of the spiritual journey, marked by periods
of seeming circling without clear progress. Yet, even these moments
are purposeful, part of the divine plan to teach patience, endurance,
and trust in HaShem's timing. The wilderness experience is a profound
teacher, its lessons integral to the soul's preparation for entering the
Promised Land.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the significance of following
HaShem's specific directives during this period of wandering. He
interprets the circuitous journey around Mount Seir as a lesson in
divine guidance and providence, emphasizing that seemingly indirect or
prolonged routes in our lives are laden with divine intention and
purpose. This teaches the importance of trust in HaShem's guidance,
even when His plans seem inscrutable, and underscores the need for
patience and faith as we navigate our own spiritual wilderness.
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Deuteronomy 2:2

"And HaShem spake unto me, saying,"

Metaphysical Exploration: This introduction to divine speech signifies
the constant communication and guidance provided by HaShem to
Moses and, by extension, to all of Israel. It highlights the principle of
ongoing revelation and the need for receptivity to divine will. This
communication is a manifestation of Binah (understanding), where the
deeper meanings and directions of HaShem are imparted to those
prepared to receive and act upon them. It underscores the importance
of staying attuned to divine messages and the role of leadership in
interpreting and implementing divine will for the community's benefit.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the centrality of divine
communication in guiding the Israelite journey. He notes that each
directive from HaShem carries with it deep lessons not only for the
immediate situation but for the broader spiritual journey of the people.
This moment serves as a reminder of the need for leaders and
individuals alike to remain open to divine guidance, seeking to
understand and fulfill HaShem's will with humility and dedication.
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Deuteronomy 2:3

"Ye have compassed this mountain long enough: turn you northward."

Metaphysical Exploration: HaShem's command to change direction
signifies a pivotal moment in the spiritual journey, moving from a
period of wandering and preparation to a phase of purposeful
advancement. The instruction to turn northward, associated with the
Sefirah of Gevurah (strength, judgment), symbolizes a shift towards
facing and overcoming the challenges that lie ahead. It marks a
transition from a passive to an active stance in fulfilling divine
commandments, indicating readiness for the tasks required to enter
and possess the Promised Land.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets this divine command as a call
to action, signaling the end of a period of preparation and the beginning
of a new phase in the Israelites' journey. He highlights the significance
of the northward direction, traditionally associated with challenge and
conflict, as indicative of the forthcoming struggles and the need for
strength and courage. This verse serves as an encouragement to
embrace the challenges that accompany spiritual growth and fulfillment
of divine promises, armed with faith in HaShem's guidance and
protection.
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Deuteronomy 2:4

"And command thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the coast
of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall
be afraid of you: take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore:"

Metaphysical Exploration: This instruction from HaShem to Moses
about the Israelites' passage through Edomite territory represents the
Sefirah of Chesed (loving-kindness) within the context of Gevurah
(strength, judgment). It highlights the balance between asserting one's
divine mission and respecting the boundaries and rights of others, even
in a state of power and divine favor. The directive to take heed
emphasizes mindfulness and restraint, teaching the importance of
ethical conduct and sensitivity in interactions, even with those who
might fear or oppose us.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar draws attention to the complex
relationship between the Israelites and the descendants of Esau,
underscoring the necessity of peace and respect despite historical
tensions. He suggests that this approach is a model for navigating
conflicts with a spirit of peace and respect, seeking harmony while
pursuing one's divine purpose. This commandment serves as a lesson in
the responsible use of power and the importance of ethical
considerations in fulfilling divine directives.
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Deuteronomy 2:5

"Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so
much as a foot breadth; because I have given mount Seir unto Esau for a
possession."

Metaphysical Exploration: HaShem's prohibition against taking the
land of Esau for possession reinforces the principle of divine allocation
and the sanctity of boundaries that He establishes. This command
reflects the Sefirah of Tiferet (beauty, harmony), where justice and
mercy intersect, ensuring that divine blessings are distributed
according to a divine plan of balance and righteousness. It teaches the
lesson of contentment with one's portion and respect for the divine
allotment to others, highlighting the importance of recognizing and
honoring the sovereignty of HaShem in all matters of possession and
conquest.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar comments on the respect for divine
decrees regarding the inheritance of nations, illustrating that the
divinely ordained boundaries between peoples serve higher spiritual
and moral purposes. He views this command as a lesson in humility and
trust in HaShem's providence, emphasizing that true success and
fulfillment come from adherence to HaShem's will, not from the
expansion of territory or material gain. This directive teaches the
importance of ethical conduct and respect for others' rights as
expressions of faith in HaShem's just and purposeful allocation of
resources and lands.
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Deuteronomy 2:6

"Ye shall buy meat from them for money, that ye may eat; and ye shall
also buy water from them for money, that ye may drink."

Metaphysical Exploration: This guidance to engage in fair trade with
the Edomites for necessities such as food and water highlights the
principle of mutual respect and the sanctification of everyday
interactions through ethical conduct. It embodies the Sefirah of Hod
(splendor, humility), where the divine spark within mundane activities is
revealed through the application of Torah principles in everyday life.
This command teaches the value of dignifying every aspect of human
interaction with honesty and fairness, transforming simple acts of
buying and selling into opportunities for spiritual elevation and
connection.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the sanctity of economic
transactions and the potential for achieving holiness through
adherence to ethical standards in all dealings. He points out that even
in a situation where the Israelites might have felt superior or entitled,
HaShem instructs them to engage in fair commerce, demonstrating
respect and integrity. This approach not only ensures peaceful
coexistence but also elevates the spiritual status of the community,
teaching us that holiness is attainable in all facets of life, including our
economic behaviors and interactions with others.
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Deuteronomy 2:7

"For HaShem thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand: he
knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years
HaShem thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse highlights HaShem's providential
care and blessing over the Israelites during their wanderings in the
wilderness, a period that tested their faith and dependence on the
Divine. The forty-year journey in the desert represents a significant
spiritual process of purification and preparation, with the wilderness
being a place of divine sustenance and guidance. It embodies the
Sefirah of Yesod (foundation), which connects the higher spiritual
realms to the material world, ensuring that the needs of the Israelites
were met despite the barren environment. This teaches the lesson of
divine providence and the importance of recognizing HaShem's hand in
all aspects of life, trusting in His continual care and provision.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the miraculous nature of
the Israelites' sustenance and the constant presence of HaShem
throughout the challenging journey. He points out that this divine care
should inspire gratitude and a deep trust in HaShem's provision,
regardless of the circumstances. The verse serves as a reminder of the
blessings that accompany obedience to divine commands and the
faithfulness of HaShem to fulfill His promises, encouraging a heartfelt
reliance on HaShem in every aspect of life.
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Deuteronomy 2:8

"And when we passed by from our brethren the children of Esau, which
dwelt in Seir, through the way of the plain from Elath, and from
Ezion-geber, we turned and passed by the way of the wilderness of
Moab."

Metaphysical Exploration: This passage recounts the Israelites' journey
past the lands of their brethren, the Edomites, and their subsequent
travel towards Moab, representing the Sefirah of Malkhut (kingdom),
which is about actualizing the divine plan in the physical realm. The
journey emphasizes the respect for divinely established boundaries and
the recognition of the separate paths decreed by HaShem for different
nations. It illustrates the movement towards fulfilling one's destiny
while respecting the divine orchestration of all creation, teaching the
importance of acknowledging HaShem's sovereignty in guiding the
course of nations and individuals alike.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the significance of the
Israelites' adherence to HaShem's command to not engage in conflict
with their brethren, despite the strategic disadvantages and the longer
route it necessitated. He views this obedience as a demonstration of the
Israelites' commitment to divine instructions and their trust in
HaShem's protection and guidance. This passage teaches the virtue of
patience and the willingness to follow HaShem's path, even when it
seems circuitous or challenging, emphasizing faith in HaShem's
ultimate plan for His people.
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Deuteronomy 2:9

"And HaShem said unto me: 'Distress not the Moabites, neither contend
with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their land for a possession;
because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot for a possession.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This command not to engage the Moabites
in battle and the declaration that their land is not for Israel's possession
further illustrates the principle of divine distribution and respect for
the inheritances HaShem has granted to each nation. It reflects the
balance between Din (judgment) and Chesed (loving-kindness), where
divine justice is tempered with mercy and the acknowledgment of
familial bonds, even in the context of national destinies. This teaches
the lesson of respecting the divine gifts to others, recognizing the
broader framework of divine justice and mercy that governs the world.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar notes the emphasis on peaceful
coexistence and the respect for the possessions of others as decreed by
HaShem. He interprets this divine directive as a lesson in the sanctity of
what is divinely ordained for each group or individual, advocating for a
recognition of and respect for HaShem's allocation of resources and
territories. This instruction serves as a guide for conduct not only
between nations but in all relationships, encouraging a spirit of respect,
peace, and acknowledgement of HaShem's sovereignty over all creation.
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Deuteronomy 2:10

"The Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people great, and many, and
tall, as the Anakims;"

Metaphysical Exploration: This reference to the Emims, described
similarly to the Anakims in stature and might, serves as a reminder of
the divine orchestration behind the scenes of history. The mention of
these formidable peoples and their ultimate displacement by those
whom HaShem chose highlights the Sefirah of Netzach (eternity), which
is associated with the victory of divine purposes over seemingly
insurmountable odds. It teaches us about the transient nature of
worldly power and the eternal aspect of divine decree, emphasizing
that no obstacle is too great for HaShem’s plan.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar points to the historical context
provided about the Emims as an illustration of HaShem's sovereignty
over the nations and their lands. He sees in this account a reassurance
of HaShem's ability to fulfill His promises to His people, regardless of
the apparent strength or stature of those occupying the land. This
serves as an encouragement to trust in HaShem's power and timing,
recognizing that He prepares the way for His purposes to be
accomplished.
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Deuteronomy 2:11

"Which also were accounted giants, as the Anakims; but the Moabites call
them Emims."

Metaphysical Exploration: The verse further elaborates on the
perception of the Emims, noting their characterization as giants, not
just in physical stature but in the challenges they represented. This
description, and the differentiation in nomenclature by the Moabites,
reflects the Sefirah of Hod (glory), which is concerned with the
splendor found in diversity and the multiplicity of perspectives within
creation. It teaches the importance of understanding the varied ways in
which divine actions and the natural world are perceived and named by
different peoples, highlighting the richness of creation and the multiple
layers of meaning within the divine plan.

Kli Yakar Insight: By emphasizing the difference in names used by the
Moabites for the Emims, the Kli Yakar underscores the subjective
nature of human perception, especially regarding fears and challenges.
He suggests that what one group may view as insurmountable, another
may see in a different light, according to their faith and trust in
HaShem. This serves as a lesson in the power of perspective,
encouraging us to view our challenges through the lens of faith in
HaShem’s sovereignty and to remember that He is capable of changing
our situations and perceptions.
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Deuteronomy 2:12

"The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau
succeeded them, when they had destroyed them from before them, and
dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his possession, which
HaShem gave unto them."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse narrates the displacement of the
Horims by the descendants of Esau, paralleling the Israelites’ future
conquests in the Promised Land. This historical recounting symbolizes
the cyclical nature of divine justice and the re-allocation of lands
according to divine will, associated with the Sefirah of Malkhut
(kingdom). It reflects the principle that divine providence governs the
rise and fall of peoples and the transfer of territories, emphasizing that
all earthly possessions and victories are ultimately under HaShem's
dominion and are granted to fulfill His greater purposes.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar draws a parallel between the actions of
Esau's descendants and those of Israel, highlighting the divine principle
that land and heritage are allocated according to HaShem's purposes.
He sees in this narrative a foreshadowing of the Israelites' own
experiences, offering both a warning and a promise: that just as
HaShem has given lands to others, so He will provide for His people, but
they must remain faithful and obedient to His commands. This teaches
the importance of recognizing HaShem’s hand in history and our lives,
and the need to act justly and faithfully as we pursue the fulfillment of
divine promises.
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Deuteronomy 2:13

"Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. And we went over
the brook Zered."

Metaphysical Exploration: The crossing of the brook Zered signifies a
transition and purification, reminiscent of the Israelites' crossing of the
Red Sea. In Kabbalistic terms, water often symbolizes the flow of divine
wisdom and the Shefa (divine influx), as well as the potential for renewal
and cleansing. This passage over the brook can be seen through the
lens of Binah (understanding), where an increase in divine
understanding and readiness for new stages of spiritual growth occurs.
It marks a moment of collective progression and readiness to embrace
the challenges and blessings that lie ahead, underpinning the
importance of recognizing divine milestones and transitions in our
spiritual journey.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar views the crossing of the brook Zered
as a pivotal moment of change, indicating the end of one phase of the
Israelites' journey and the beginning of another. He underscores the
significance of moving forward at HaShem's command, highlighting the
need for obedience and readiness to act upon divine directives. This
crossing serves as a reminder of the importance of recognizing and
seizing the moments of transition that HaShem places in our paths,
understanding them as opportunities for growth and renewal.
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Deuteronomy 2:14

"And the space in which we came from Kadesh-barnea, until we came
over the brook Zered, was thirty and eight years; until all the generation
of the men of war were wasted out from among the host, as HaShem
sware unto them."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse recounts the fulfillment of
HaShem's decree that the generation of men who doubted His promise
would not enter the Promised Land, a period of waiting and
transformation. The 38 years symbolize a time of divine justice (Din)
and purification, ensuring that those who enter the land are aligned
with divine will. This process highlights the Sefirah of Gevurah
(strength, judgment), where the strength to endure divine judgment
and to emerge purified is emphasized. It teaches the necessity of
patience and faith in the divine timing, understanding that periods of
waiting are often divinely ordained for necessary spiritual preparation
and purification.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar reflects on the profound impact of this
period of wandering as a means of divine purification, emphasizing the
seriousness with which HaShem regards faith and trust in His promises.
He points out that this time allowed for a renewal of the people, making
them ready to fulfill the divine command to possess the land. This
serves as a lesson in the redemptive power of divine justice and the
importance of aligning ourselves with HaShem's will, even when it
entails undergoing periods of challenge and purification.
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Deuteronomy 2:15

"For indeed the hand of HaShem was against them, to destroy them from
among the host, until they were consumed."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse underlines the direct involvement
of HaShem in the unfolding events, where His "hand" signifies active
divine intervention. This can be associated with the Sefirah of Chesed
(loving-kindness) within the context of Din (judgment), where even
divine acts that appear harsh are ultimately rooted in love and the
desire for the betterment of His people. It suggests that divine
interventions, even those aimed at correction or purification, are
guided by a deeper purpose of enabling spiritual growth and aligning
the community with its divine destiny.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes that HaShem's actions,
though severe, were aimed at fulfilling His promise and preparing the
people for their future. He suggests that this divine "destruction" was
not merely punitive but part of a larger process of transformation and
renewal. This perspective teaches the importance of trusting in
HaShem's wisdom and love, even in difficult circumstances, recognizing
that His actions are ultimately for our spiritual welfare and collective
destiny.
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Deuteronomy 2:16

"So it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and dead
from among the people,"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse signifies the completion of a
period of purification and transition for the Israelite community,
marking the end of an era dominated by doubt and rebellion and the
beginning of a new phase of readiness to enter the Promised Land. This
transition can be seen through the lens of the Sefirah of Yesod
(foundation), which is associated with righteousness and the
transmission of divine energy into the material world. The passing of
the previous generation underscores the concept of renewal and the
possibility of a fresh start grounded in faith and obedience to HaShem’s
commands. It symbolizes the purification of the collective soul of the
Israelites, preparing them to fulfill their divine mission.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets this event as a necessary
process for the fulfillment of divine justice, while also paving the way
for the realization of HaShem’s promises to His people. He highlights
the mercy inherent in divine justice, which ensures that the community
as a whole can move forward into a new chapter of their collective
destiny. This serves as a poignant reminder of the importance of
faithfulness to HaShem’s will and the transformative power of
adherence to divine decrees.
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Deuteronomy 2:17

"That HaShem spake unto me, saying,"

Metaphysical Exploration: This introduction to a divine directive
highlights the continuous guidance provided by HaShem to Moses and,
through him, to the Israelite people. It emphasizes the ongoing
relationship between the Divine and His people, mediated through the
leaders He chooses. This dynamic can be associated with the Sefirah of
Da'at (knowledge), where the intimate knowing of HaShem's will is
communicated and actualized. It signifies the importance of prophetic
leadership and the central role of divine communication in guiding the
spiritual journey of a community.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar underscores the significance of Moses
as the conduit for divine instructions, pointing out the critical role of
leadership in interpreting and implementing HaShem’s will. He notes
that such communication from HaShem is both a privilege and a
responsibility, emphasizing the need for leaders to be attuned to divine
guidance and for the community to support and heed their leaders.
This highlights the collective responsibility in the journey towards
fulfilling divine commands and the importance of unity and trust
between leaders and their communities.
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Deuteronomy 2:18

"Thou art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab, this day:"

Metaphysical Exploration: The command to pass through the territory
of Moab symbolizes another step in the Israelites' journey towards their
ultimate destiny. Passing through Ar, the border of Moab, without
engaging in conflict, can be seen through the aspect of Malkhut
(kingdom), which in this context, represents the sovereignty of HaShem
over all nations and the execution of His plan through the movement
and positioning of His people. This directive underscores the theme of
divine orchestration and the need for the Israelites to respect the
boundaries set by HaShem, trusting in His provision and guidance.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the strategic and spiritual
significance of the Israelites' route through Moab, reflecting on
HaShem's intention to bring His people into the Promised Land in a
manner that aligns with His broader plan for the world. He views this as
a lesson in obedience and trust, highlighting the need to follow
HaShem’s directives even when they might not align with human logic
or desires. This passage teaches the importance of discerning and
adhering to HaShem's will, understanding that each step taken in
obedience brings the Israelites closer to the realization of their divine
inheritance.
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Deuteronomy 2:19

"And when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon,
distress them not, nor meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the
land of the children of Ammon any possession; because I have given it
unto the children of Lot for a possession."

Metaphysical Exploration: This divine command not to engage with the
Ammonites reflects the Sefirah of Chesed (loving-kindness) within the
context of Din (judgment). It emphasizes the principle of divine
allocation and the respect for the boundaries and inheritances that
HaShem has established among the nations. This instruction teaches
the importance of discernment and restraint in pursuit of one’s divine
mission, recognizing that not all lands or opportunities are meant for
us, and respecting the divine plan for others is crucial to maintaining
harmony and fulfilling our own divine purpose.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar points out the significance of HaShem's
promise to the descendants of Lot, highlighting the importance of
divine promises and the faithfulness of HaShem in fulfilling them. He
suggests that this command serves as a lesson in respecting the divine
allotments and blessings given to others, reinforcing the need for
ethical conduct and the acknowledgment of HaShem’s sovereignty in
distributing possessions. This serves as a reminder to focus on the path
HaShem has set for us, trusting in His provision and guidance, without
coveting or encroaching upon what has been divinely granted to others.
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Deuteronomy 2:20

"That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in old
time; and the Ammonites call them Zamzummims;"

Metaphysical Exploration: The mention of the Zamzummims, another
race of giants like the Emims and Anakims, and the Ammonites'
inheritance of their land, serves as a further illustration of the cyclical
nature of divine justice and the re-allocation of lands according to
divine will, aligned with the Sefirah of Malkhut (kingdom). It symbolizes
the transient nature of earthly powers and the ultimate sovereignty of
HaShem over the fate of nations. This acknowledgment of historical
shifts in possession underlines the lesson that divine providence
governs the rise and fall of peoples, reinforcing the theme that all
changes in the material world are orchestrated according to a higher
divine plan.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets the historical narrative of the
Zamzummims to demonstrate HaShem's control over the destinies of
all peoples and lands. He sees in this account a reassurance that
HaShem is capable of dispossessing mighty nations to fulfill His
promises to His people. This serves as an encouragement to trust in
HaShem's power and timing, recognizing that He prepares the way for
His purposes to be accomplished, regardless of the apparent strength
or stature of those occupying the land.
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Deuteronomy 2:21

"A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; but HaShem
destroyed them before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their
stead:"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse continues the theme of divine
intervention in the affairs of nations, highlighting HaShem’s active role
in reshaping the map of the Near East in favor of His chosen peoples.
The destruction of the Zamzummims by HaShem, allowing the
Ammonites to inhabit their land, exemplifies the Sefirah of Gevurah
(strength, judgment), where divine might is exercised to uphold the
divine order. It teaches that HaShem’s judgments, though sometimes
incomprehensible from a human perspective, are always aimed at
maintaining the balance and harmony of creation, ensuring that His
broader plan for humanity is realized.

Kli Yakar Insight: Reflecting on the divine displacement of the
Zamzummims, the Kli Yakar emphasizes HaShem’s justice and mercy in
fulfilling His promises to His people. He highlights the importance of
seeing divine action in historical events, understanding that HaShem’s
will transcends human understanding and temporal power dynamics.
This story serves as a reminder of the omnipotence of HaShem and His
ultimate authority over the earth, encouraging faith and reliance on His
divine will and timing.
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Deuteronomy 2:22

"As he did to the children of Esau, which dwelt in Seir, when he destroyed
the Horims from before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in
their stead even unto this day:"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse reinforces the concept of divine
orchestration in the displacement and succession of peoples, akin to
the shifting of the Horims by the descendants of Esau. It mirrors the
dynamics of the Sefirah of Tiferet (beauty, harmony), which embodies
the balance and integration of Chesed (loving-kindness) and Gevurah
(judgment). The divine act of removing one person to make room for
another underlines the intricate balance HaShem maintains in the
world, ensuring that each nation's destiny unfolds according to His
divine plan. This passage teaches the importance of recognizing the
divine hand in the flow of history, understanding that HaShem's
decisions are aimed at bringing about a higher state of harmony and
fulfillment of His promises.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar draws attention to the historical
continuity and the fulfillment of divine will as demonstrated in the
transitions between the Horims and the descendants of Esau. He
underscores the lesson of divine justice and providence, emphasizing
that HaShem’s actions, though sometimes beyond human
comprehension, are always purposeful and just. This verse serves as a
reminder of the importance of trust in HaShem's overarching plan for
the world, encouraging believers to view historical and present events
within the context of divine sovereignty and wisdom.

76



Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 2:23

"And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even unto Azzah, the
Caphtorims, which came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt
in their stead."

Metaphysical Exploration: The account of the Avims' displacement by
the Caphtorims further exemplifies the theme of divine reconfiguration
of nations and territories. This narrative can be viewed through the lens
of the Sefirah of Netzach (eternity), highlighting the enduring impact of
divine will across generations and landscapes. It underscores the
transient nature of human settlements in contrast to the eternal
aspects of divine decree, illustrating that physical possession is always
subject to the higher purposes of HaShem. This transition points to the
complex web of divine action in history, guiding and shaping the
destiny of peoples according to His eternal plan.

Kli Yakar Insight: Reflecting on the displacement of the Avims by the
Caphtorims, the Kli Yakar emphasizes the dynamic nature of divine
providence in determining the fate of peoples and lands. He suggests
that these historical shifts serve as evidence of HaShem’s active
involvement in the world, orchestrating events to fulfill His divine
purposes. This insight encourages a perspective of faith and humility,
recognizing that our understanding of current events and historical
processes is limited and should be anchored in trust in HaShem's
wisdom and justice.
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Deuteronomy 2:24

"Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the river Arnon: behold, I
have given into thine hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his
land: begin to possess it, and contend with him in battle."

Metaphysical Exploration: This divine command to engage Sihon
symbolizes a pivotal moment of action and confrontation on the
Israelites' journey, associated with the Sefirah of Hod (splendor, glory),
which relates to acknowledgment and submission to divine greatness.
The crossing of the river Arnon and the battle against Sihon represent
the transition from passive preparation to active engagement in
realizing the divine promise. This verse teaches the necessity of taking
decisive steps under divine guidance to fulfill one’s destiny,
emphasizing the role of divine empowerment in overcoming obstacles
and claiming what HaShem has promised.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights this command as a
significant shift towards the actualization of the Israelites' inheritance.
He points out that HaShem's assurance of victory over Sihon is not just
a promise of territorial gain but a reaffirmation of the covenantal
relationship between HaShem and His people. This directive serves as a
call to action rooted in faith, illustrating that while HaShem guarantees
victory, the fulfillment of His promises requires human participation
and courage. It underscores the importance of readiness to act upon
HaShem's commands, trusting in His provision and protection.
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Deuteronomy 2:25

"This day will I begin to put the dread of thee and the fear of thee upon
the nations that are under the whole heaven, who shall hear the report of
thee, and shall tremble, and be in anguish because of thee."

Metaphysical Exploration: This declaration by HaShem signifies the
instillation of fear and dread in the hearts of the nations at the mere
news of the Israelites, reflecting the Sefirah of Malchut (kingdom),
which in this context symbolizes the manifestation of divine power and
authority through the people of Israel. This verse highlights the
transformative power of divine favor, which not only physically protects
and empowers but also psychically impacts adversaries even before
direct encounters. It underscores the importance of divine reputation
and the psychological dimension of spiritual warfare, where the battle
is often won on the plane of belief and perception before physical
engagement.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar sees in this divine promise a strategic
advantage provided by HaShem, emphasizing the role of divine
intervention in the successes and protection of His people. He suggests
that this fear serves not only as a practical aid in conquest but also as a
testament to the nations about the power and sovereignty of HaShem.
This serves as a reminder of the unseen ways in which HaShem
prepares the path for His people, ensuring their journey and battles are
swayed in their favor by His will. It teaches the value of maintaining a
conscious awareness of HaShem's omnipotence and the spiritual
underpinnings of our endeavors.
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Deuteronomy 2:26

"And I sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kedemoth unto Sihon
king of Heshbon with words of peace, saying,"

Metaphysical Exploration: The act of sending messengers with words
of peace to Sihon, despite the divine assurance of victory, represents
the Sefirah of Chesed (loving-kindness), where even in a context of
impending conflict, the initial approach is one of peace and diplomacy.
This verse teaches the principle of pursuing peace as a fundamental
value, emphasizing that warfare is only a last resort when all peaceful
overtures are rejected. It highlights the importance of integrity and the
ethical conduct of the Israelites, aligning their actions with divine
virtues even in adversarial situations.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar commends Moses for seeking a
peaceful resolution first, aligning with Torah values that prioritize
peace over conflict. He interprets this approach as a model for how we
are to engage with our own conflicts, both spiritual and worldly. By
extending an offer of peace to Sihon, Moses demonstrates adherence to
higher ethical standards, showing that the people of Israel are not
warlike but are driven by a divine mandate. This act of diplomacy
underscores the commitment to peaceful means, in accordance with
HaShem’s teachings, reinforcing the principle that peace is always the
preferred path.
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Deuteronomy 2:27

"Let me pass through thy land: I will go along by the highway, I will
neither turn unto the right hand nor to the left."

Metaphysical Exploration: Moses’ promise to pass through the land
without deviation symbolizes the Israelites' commitment to their divine
mission, characterized by the Sefirah of Tiferet (beauty, harmony),
which balances justice and mercy. This straightforward passage
through Sihon’s territory, without encroaching on the land or
resources, reflects a dedication to a path defined by HaShem, adhering
strictly to divine instructions. It teaches the discipline of remaining
focused on one's divine purpose, avoiding distractions or deviations
that might lead away from HaShem's directives.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the integrity of the Israelites
in their dealings with other nations, illustrating their respect for others’
possessions and territories. By committing to not veer from the path,
Moses exemplifies the ethical conduct expected of the people of Israel,
reflecting their identity as a nation committed to upholding divine
commandments. This adherence to a straight path, even in potentially
hostile territory, serves as a metaphor for the spiritual journey of the
believer, emphasizing the importance of remaining faithful and focused
on HaShem's commands, regardless of the challenges or temptations
that may arise.
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Deuteronomy 2:28

"Thou shalt sell me meat for money, that I may eat; and give me water
for money, that I may drink: only I will pass through on my feet;"

Metaphysical Exploration:Moses' request to buy provisions signifies an
intention to interact with the land of Sihon in a manner that is
respectful and mutually beneficial, embodying the Sefirah of Netzach
(eternity), which in this context, represents perseverance in
righteousness. This verse teaches the principle of fair exchange and the
sanctification of everyday transactions, emphasizing that even in the
pursuit of a divine mission, ethical conduct in mundane matters like
trade is essential. It highlights the respect for the sovereignty and
resources of others, illustrating a commitment to uphold moral
principles in all aspects of life.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets this gesture as an extension
of peace and goodwill, emphasizing that the Israelites' passage was not
meant to be a burden or a threat to the inhabitants of the land. By
offering to pay for what they needed, Moses demonstrates a principle
of fairness and respect that transcends mere necessity, reinforcing the
values of honesty and integrity in all dealings. This approach serves as a
lesson in the importance of ethical behavior and mutual respect, even
in situations where one might have the upper hand or divine assurance
of success.
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Deuteronomy 2:29

"As the children of Esau which dwell in Seir, and the Moabites which
dwell in Ar, did unto me; until I shall pass over Jordan into the land
which HaShem our God giveth us."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse links the Israelites' current
request to the precedent set by their peaceful interactions with the
Edomites and Moabites, reflecting the Sefirah of Hod (splendor), which
is about acknowledgment and submission to the divine order. It
underscores the continuity of HaShem's protection and guidance as the
Israelites journey through different territories, highlighting the divine
command to respect the lands and peoples they encounter. This
acknowledgment of past cooperation serves as a reminder of the
possibilities for peaceful coexistence and the importance of learning
from positive historical interactions to navigate current challenges.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar notes the importance of historical
precedents in shaping the Israelites' approach to new territories,
suggesting that past experiences of divine provision and protection
should inspire confidence and righteousness in future endeavors. He
sees in Moses' reference to the Edomites and Moabites an appeal to
common decency and the expectation of similar treatment, based on a
shared understanding of respect and non-aggression. This serves as a
lesson in leveraging positive past interactions to foster peaceful
relations and mutual respect in present and future contexts.
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Deuteronomy 2:30

"But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for HaShem thy
God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that he might
deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day."

Metaphysical Exploration: The hardening of Sihon's heart by HaShem,
leading to his refusal to allow Israel passage, can be viewed through the
lens of the Sefirah of Gevurah (judgment, strength), where divine
strength manifests in the form of judgment or challenge. This divine
intervention signifies a shift from potential peaceful passage to
inevitable conflict, part of the divine plan to demonstrate His power
and justice. It teaches that sometimes, obstacles and opposition arise
not from failure in negotiation or diplomacy, but as part of divine
orchestration, requiring faith and readiness to act according to
HaShem’s will.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar reflects on the divine purpose behind
the hardening of Sihon's heart, suggesting that HaShem's intention was
to create an opportunity for demonstrating His might and affirming His
promises to Israel. He interprets this as a lesson in the sovereignty of
HaShem over the hearts of leaders and nations, emphasizing that even
adversarial reactions are under divine control and serve a greater
purpose in the fulfillment of HaShem’s plans. This serves as a reminder
of the importance of trust in HaShem's wisdom and timing, even when
facing unexpected or seemingly insurmountable challenges.
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Deuteronomy 2:31

"And HaShem said unto me, 'Behold, I have begun to deliver Sihon and his
land before thee: begin to possess, that thou mayest inherit his land.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This divine assurance to Moses marks the
initiation of a significant phase in the Israelites' journey, where the
promise of land begins to materialize. Symbolizing the Sefirah of Binah
(understanding), this moment represents a deeper understanding and
realization of HaShem's promises. It signifies a transition from divine
promise to physical manifestation, emphasizing the active role that
faith and divine favor play in overcoming challenges and acquiring what
HaShem has destined for His people. It teaches the importance of
readiness to act upon divine guidance, embracing the opportunities
HaShem provides for fulfilling our divine inheritance.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the phrase "begin to possess"
as a call to action, underscoring the necessity of taking tangible steps
towards realizing the promises of HaShem. He sees this as a pivotal
moment where faith is actualized through action, demonstrating that
while HaShem provides the means and opportunities, it is up to His
people to seize them. This serves as a lesson in the dynamic nature of
faith, which requires not just belief but active engagement with the
challenges and opportunities HaShem places before us.
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Deuteronomy 2:32

"Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz."

Metaphysical Exploration: The confrontation at Jahaz, instigated by
Sihon, highlights the inevitable clash between divine destiny and
human opposition, associated with the Sefirah of Malchut (kingdom).
This battle is not merely a physical confrontation but a spiritual test,
where the Israelites' commitment to HaShem's will and their faith in His
protection are put to the test. It underscores the reality that the path to
fulfilling divine promises often involves facing opposition and
overcoming barriers through reliance on divine strength and guidance.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets Sihon's aggression as a
necessary catalyst for the Israelites to claim their divine inheritance. He
suggests that the confrontation served to demonstrate HaShem's power
and the futility of opposing His will. This battle underscores the
principle that divine promises are realized in the face of opposition, and
victory comes through faith and reliance on HaShem. It teaches the
importance of preparedness and courage in the spiritual battles we
face, trusting in HaShem's supremacy and the righteousness of our
cause.
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Deuteronomy 2:33

"And HaShem our God delivered him before us; and we smote him, and
his sons, and all his people."

Metaphysical Exploration: The Israelites' victory over Sihon signifies
HaShem's direct intervention and support, reflecting the integration of
Chesed (loving-kindness) and Gevurah (judgment). This victory
symbolizes the triumph of divine will and the fulfillment of divine
promises through the cooperation between divine grace and human
agency. It highlights the transformative power of divine assistance in
overcoming obstacles, teaching that with HaShem's help, no adversary
is too formidable, and no obstacle is insurmountable.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar sees the defeat of Sihon as a
confirmation of HaShem's faithfulness to His word and His people. He
emphasizes the role of divine providence in securing victory, reminding
us that success in our endeavors, spiritual or otherwise, is ultimately
attributable to HaShem's favor. This event serves as a powerful
testament to the power of faith and the importance of acknowledging
HaShem's hand in our victories, inspiring gratitude and a deeper trust
in His guidance and protection.
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Deuteronomy 2:34

"And we took all his cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men,
and the women, and the little ones, of every city, we left none to remain:"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse, detailing the complete
destruction of Sihon's cities and their inhabitants, underscores the
harsh reality of divine judgment manifesting through human action,
reflecting aspects of the Sefirah of Gevurah (judgment). This act of
utter destruction, while difficult to comprehend from a modern ethical
standpoint, signifies the execution of divine will in purging what is
deemed irredeemably corrupt or opposed to the divine plan. It teaches
the sobering lesson of the consequences of opposing HaShem’s will,
emphasizing the severity of divine justice when the fulfillment of divine
promises and the establishment of a holy nation are at stake.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar addresses the difficult nature of this
divine command, understanding it as a necessary action within the
context of establishing a holy foundation for the Israelite nation. He
suggests that this extreme measure was not about cruelty but about
removing the spiritual corruption that could endanger the spiritual
integrity of the Israelites. This action serves as a stark reminder of the
importance of maintaining spiritual purity and the lengths to which
HaShem will go to protect His covenant people from corruption.
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Deuteronomy 2:35

"Only the cattle we took for a prey unto ourselves, and the spoil of the
cities which we took."

Metaphysical Exploration: The sparing of cattle and taking of spoil
highlight a distinction in divine command regarding what must be
destroyed and what may be preserved for use by the Israelites,
associated with the Sefirah of Tiferet (beauty, harmony), which balances
judgment with mercy. This selective preservation signifies the
integration of divine justice with practical provision for the Israelites,
teaching that even in the midst of judgment, HaShem provides for the
needs of His people, ensuring their well-being and preparation for the
tasks ahead.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets the taking of spoils and
cattle as an example of HaShem’s provision and the spoils of victory
granted to His people. He emphasizes that while the primary objective
is the fulfillment of divine commands and judgments, HaShem also
cares for the material needs of His people, allowing them to benefit
from the outcomes of their obedience and courage. This serves as a
reminder of HaShem's generosity and the rewards that follow
adherence to His will, encouraging trust in HaShem's provision even in
the aftermath of conflict.
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Deuteronomy 2:36

"From Aroer, which is by the brink of the river of Arnon, and from the
city that is by the river, even unto Gilead, there was not one city too
strong for us: HaShem our God delivered all unto us:"

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse reaffirms HaShem’s omnipotence
and the invincibility of His will when manifested through His people,
reflecting the Sefirah of Netzach (eternity), which represents the
endurance and victory of divine will. It highlights the comprehensive
nature of the Israelites’ victories, attributing their success to divine
intervention. This teaches the lesson of divine empowerment, where
faith in HaShem and adherence to His commands lead to overcoming
seemingly insurmountable obstacles, emphasizing that with HaShem,
no challenge is too great.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar reflects on the totality of the victories
as a testament to HaShem's faithfulness and the power of His support.
He sees in this account a reassurance for future generations that
HaShem's promises are sure and that His aid is unfailing for those who
trust and obey Him. This serves as an encouragement to place
confidence in HaShem’s guidance and protection, recognizing that
success in our spiritual and material endeavors is rooted in His power
and presence.
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Deuteronomy 2:37

"Only unto the land of the children of Ammon thou camest not, nor unto
any place of the river Jabbok, nor unto the cities in the mountains, nor
unto whatsoever HaShem our God forbad us."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse, delineating the territories that
the Israelites did not approach by divine command, underscores the
Sefirah of Binah (understanding), reflecting a deep adherence to and
understanding of HaShem's specific prohibitions and commands. It
highlights the discipline of divine obedience, respecting the boundaries
set by HaShem even in the midst of conquest. This teaches the critical
lesson of restraint and discernment in following HaShem's will,
recognizing that divine wisdom dictates not only what is to be pursued
but also what is to be avoided for the spiritual integrity of the Israelites.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the importance of the
Israelites' obedience to HaShem's commands not to encroach upon
certain lands, viewing it as a demonstration of their commitment to
divine instruction over worldly ambition or desire. He interprets this
obedience as essential for maintaining the sanctity and purpose of their
mission, suggesting that the respect for these divine prohibitions serves
as a foundation for the ethical conquest and occupation of the
Promised Land. This highlights the principle that true success in
fulfilling one's divine destiny is achieved not through the accumulation
of power or land but through unwavering fidelity to HaShem's
commands.
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Deuteronomy 3:1

"Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king of
Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei."

Metaphysical Exploration: The confrontation with Og, king of Bashan,
signifies another divine test and opportunity for the Israelites,
reflecting the Sefirah of Chesed (loving-kindness) through Gevurah
(strength, judgment). This battle, like that with Sihon, is a manifestation
of HaShem's will, challenging the Israelites to trust in divine power over
apparent might. The encounter with Og symbolizes overcoming giants
in our spiritual journey, where faith and reliance on HaShem enable us
to face formidable challenges and emerge victorious.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar notes that the battle against Og was not
sought by the Israelites but was a response to Og's aggression,
highlighting the principle of defensive warfare in alignment with divine
command. He views this engagement as a testament to HaShem's
protection and guidance, ensuring victory against seemingly
insurmountable odds when His people are faithful. This narrative
reinforces the concept that battles faced on the path of fulfilling divine
missions are underpinned by HaShem's promise of support and victory.
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Deuteronomy 3:2

"And HaShem said unto me, 'Fear him not: for I will deliver him, and all
his people, and his land, into thy hand; and thou shalt do unto him as
thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: HaShem's reassurance to Moses not to fear
Og reflects the Sefirah of Netach (eternity), emphasizing the eternal and
unchanging nature of HaShem's support and promise. This divine
assurance is a reminder of the constancy of HaShem's presence and the
guaranteed victory that accompanies divine missions, teaching that fear
has no place when one is aligned with HaShem's will. The reference to
the victory over Sihon serves as a reminder of HaShem's faithfulness
and the pattern of divine assistance that follows obedience and trust.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights HaShem's encouragement as
a key factor in overcoming fear and stepping into battle with
confidence. He interprets HaShem's words as an assurance that the
same divine power that ensured victory over Sihon would be present
against Og, underscoring the importance of remembering past victories
as a foundation for current faith. This serves as a lesson in the power of
divine remembrance and confidence in HaShem's unchanging support
and guidance.
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Deuteronomy 3:3

"So HaShem our God delivered into our hands Og also, the king of
Bashan, and all his people: and we smote him until none was left to him
remaining."

Metaphysical Exploration: The defeat of Og and his people, leaving
none remaining, illustrates the Sefirah of Hod (splendor, glory), where
the divine splendor and majesty are manifested through the complete
victory over opposition. This event signifies the thorough fulfillment of
HaShem's will, demonstrating that divine justice and judgment are
executed perfectly, leaving no aspect of opposition untouched. It
teaches the completeness of divine victory and the thoroughness with
which HaShem addresses obstacles in the path of His people's destiny.

Kli Yakar Insight: Reflecting on the total defeat of Og, the Kli Yakar
sees this as a demonstration of HaShem's supreme power and the
totality of His commitment to fulfilling His promises. He suggests that
such victories serve as profound lessons in the absolute nature of divine
support, where HaShem not only aids His people but ensures their
adversaries are completely overcome. This serves as a reassurance of
HaShem's all-encompassing protection and guidance, encouraging
unwavering trust and reliance on divine strength.
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Deuteronomy 3:4

"And we took all his cities at that time, there was not a city which we
took not from them, threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the
kingdom of Og in Bashan."

Metaphysical Exploration: The conquest of sixty cities in the region of
Argob represents the manifestation of HaShem's promise and the
materialization of divine victory, corresponding to the Sefirah of Yesod
(foundation), which bridges the spiritual and the material realms. This
achievement not only signifies the physical acquisition of land but also
symbolizes the solidification of the Israelites' faith and trust in
HaShem's guidance. It illustrates the principle that divine blessings and
promises are fully realized when faith is put into action, reinforcing the
notion that spiritual victories manifest in tangible outcomes.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the thoroughness of the
conquest as a demonstration of HaShem's overwhelming support for
His people, ensuring not just victory but complete dominion over the
captured territories. He sees in the capture of all sixty cities an
encouragement for future generations to place their trust in HaShem's
promises, understanding that with divine support, no goal is
unattainable. This serves as a reminder of the power of faith and
obedience to transform divine potential into reality.
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Deuteronomy 3:5

"All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside
unwalled towns a great many."

Metaphysical Exploration: The description of the cities as heavily
fortified contrasts the seemingly insurmountable challenges with the
victories granted by HaShem, reflecting the Sefirah of Malkhut
(kingdom), which here signifies the manifestation of divine will in the
earthly realm. The fortifications symbolize the obstacles and fears that
often appear impregnable in our spiritual journey. Their conquest
teaches that no barrier is too formidable when HaShem's power is at
work, underscoring the lesson that spiritual faith can overcome
physical and psychological barriers.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar notes the significance of the Israelites
overcoming such fortified cities, seeing it as a metaphor for overcoming
spiritual and moral challenges through faith and reliance on HaShem.
He suggests that the physical barriers represent the spiritual barriers
that individuals and communities face, reminding us that HaShem's
assistance is crucial in overcoming both. This narrative serves as an
inspiration to face our challenges with courage, knowing that HaShem’s
support can break through the most daunting of obstacles.
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Deuteronomy 3:6

"And we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon,
utterly destroying the men, women, and children, of every city."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse, recounting the complete
destruction of the inhabitants of these cities, touches upon the difficult
aspect of divine judgment through the lens of Din (judgment), within
the context of the divine plan. While challenging from a modern ethical
perspective, this action signifies the eradication of corrupt influences
that could detract from the Israelites' spiritual mission. It emphasizes
the severity with which HaShem protects the purity of His people's
faith and destiny, reminding us of the seriousness of spiritual
corruption and the lengths to which divine wisdom goes to preserve
holiness.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar, understanding the gravity of these
actions, interprets them within the broader context of divine justice
and the necessity of maintaining spiritual integrity. He stresses that
such measures, though severe, were taken to prevent the moral and
spiritual degradation of the Israelite community. This serves as a
sobering reminder of the importance of safeguarding spiritual purity
and the role of divine commands in guiding moral and ethical decisions,
even when they challenge our understanding.
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Deuteronomy 3:7

"But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for a prey to
ourselves."

Metaphysical Exploration: The appropriation of cattle and spoil, while
sparing these from destruction, signifies the balancing forces of Chesed
(loving-kindness) and Gevurah (judgment), illustrating how divine
provision is made even in the midst of divine judgment. This duality
teaches that within HaShem’s commands, there is always a purpose that
serves both justice and mercy, providing for the needs of His people
while upholding divine standards of holiness and purity.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar sees in the spoils of war a symbol of
HaShem's generosity and care for His people, providing not only victory
but also material provision through the outcomes of their obedience.
He emphasizes that these provisions should be seen as blessings from
HaShem, rewards for faithfulness, and
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Deuteronomy 3:8

"And we took at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites
the land that was on this side Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto
mount Hermon;"

Metaphysical Exploration: The acquisition of the Amorites' land up to
Mount Hermon marks a significant milestone in the Israelites' journey,
symbolizing the Sefirah of Da'at (knowledge), where divine wisdom
becomes integrated into the tangible reality of the Israelites'
experience. This verse encapsulates the transformation of promise into
possession, demonstrating the concrete realization of HaShem's
covenant. It underscores the importance of recognizing each step
towards fulfilling our divine destiny as an expression of HaShem's will
and guidance, encouraging us to cherish and utilize the blessings
HaShem provides for their intended spiritual and communal growth.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar reflects on the strategic and spiritual
significance of the territories acquired, viewing them as a testament to
HaShem's faithfulness in fulfilling His promises. He emphasizes that the
physical land represents more than a mere territorial gain; it is a
manifestation of the covenant between HaShem and His people,
imbued with spiritual significance. This acquisition serves as a reminder
of the importance of faithfulness to HaShem's commands, inspiring
trust in His continued guidance and provision.
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Deuteronomy 3:9

"Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion; and the Amorites call it
Shenir;"

Metaphysical Exploration: The different names for Mount Hermon
reflect the diversity of cultures and perspectives in the ancient Near
East, aligning with the Sefirah of Hod (splendor, glory), which relates to
the multiplicity within creation and the divine splendor that manifests
through it. This verse teaches the lesson of unity within diversity,
highlighting that despite the varied names and perceptions, the essence
of the mountain—and by extension, all of creation—remains a part of
HaShem's sovereign domain. It underscores the importance of looking
beyond superficial differences to recognize the underlying unity
ordained by HaShem.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar notes the significance of recognizing
the different names given to the same mountain, seeing in this a call to
appreciate the richness and complexity of creation. He suggests that
these varied names offer a reminder of HaShem's mastery over all
nations and the universality of His reign, encouraging a broader
perspective that sees beyond our immediate context and acknowledges
the diverse ways in which HaShem's creation is appreciated and
revered.

100



Hadei Devarim

Deuteronomy 3:10

"All the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and all Bashan, unto Salchah
and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan."

Metaphysical Exploration: The comprehensive listing of the territories
captured symbolizes the extent of HaShem's blessing and provision,
corresponding to the Sefirah of Yesod (foundation), which signifies the
transmission of divine energy into material success and stability. This
verse celebrates the fulfillment of HaShem's promises in a tangible
form, showcasing the Israelites' expanding domain as a reflection of
their growing spiritual foundation and readiness to enter the Promised
Land. It teaches the importance of acknowledging every blessing and
victory as part of HaShem's plan, encouraging gratitude and a
recognition of our dependence on divine grace for success.

Kli Yakar Insight: Reflecting on the detailed enumeration of conquered
territories, the Kli Yakar underscores the importance of recognizing
and documenting the manifestations of HaShem's promises. He views
this record as an essential component of communal memory, serving to
inspire faith in future generations and remind them of HaShem's power
and faithfulness. This serves as a lesson in the importance of gratitude
and remembrance, highlighting the need to commemorate HaShem's
blessings and interventions in our lives as a way to strengthen our faith
and commitment.
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Deuteronomy 3:11

"For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants; behold,
his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is it not in Rabbath of the children of
Ammon? nine cubits was the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth
of it, after the cubit of a man."

Metaphysical Exploration: The mention of Og's bedstead, a tangible
symbol of his formidable stature and strength, highlights the Sefirah of
Malkhut (kingdom), which in this instance represents the material
manifestation of the challenges faced by the Israelites. This artifact,
emblematic of Og's might, serves as a testament to the monumental
challenges overcome by divine assistance. It teaches that physical and
spiritual giants in our lives, no matter how daunting, can be overcome
with faith in HaShem. This verse encourages us to confront our fears
and obstacles with the assurance of HaShem's support, transforming
challenges into testimonies of His power.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar reflects on the significance of Og's
bedstead being preserved as a historical artifact, viewing it as a tangible
reminder of HaShem's deliverance and the victory over seemingly
insurmountable odds. He suggests that such relics serve as powerful
symbols of faith, reminding us of HaShem's ability to help us overcome
the giants in our own lives. This perspective encourages a deeper
appreciation for the physical reminders of HaShem's interventions in
our history, serving as anchors for our faith and as encouragement for
future challenges.
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Deuteronomy 3:12

"And this land, which we possessed at that time, from Aroer, which is by
the river Arnon, and half mount Gilead, and the cities thereof, give I unto
the Reubenites and to the Gadites."

Metaphysical Exploration: The allocation of conquered territories to
the tribes of Reuben and Gad signifies the Sefirah of Chesed
(loving-kindness), where divine generosity and the fulfillment of
promises manifest in the distribution of the land. This act of allocation
not only signifies the material reward for faithfulness and participation
in divine missions but also represents the structuring of the Israelite
society in accordance with divine will, ensuring each tribe's needs and
destinies are met. It teaches the importance of stewardship and
communal responsibility, highlighting the need to recognize and fulfill
our roles within HaShem's plan for His people.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the importance of the
division of the land according to divine command, viewing it as an
expression of HaShem's justice and provision. He points out that this
distribution ensures the material stability of the tribes, enabling them
to fulfill their spiritual and communal obligations. This act of giving land
to the Reubenites and Gadites serves as a model for the fair and
purposeful distribution of resources within a community, underlining
the principles of equity and divine guidance in communal affairs.
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Deuteronomy 3:13

"And the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, being the kingdom of Og, gave I
unto the half tribe of Manasseh; all the region of Argob, with all Bashan,
which was called the land of giants."

Metaphysical Exploration: The grant of Bashan to the half-tribe of
Manasseh, described as the land of giants, emphasizes the Sefirah of
Gevurah (strength, judgment), where overcoming formidable challenges
results in divine rewards. This territory, once ruled by giants,
symbolizes the transformation of areas of great difficulty into places of
inheritance and blessing. It teaches that the places in our lives marked
by significant struggle can become sources of strength and growth,
demonstrating that divine blessings often come through facing and
overcoming great challenges.

Kli Yakar Insight: Reflecting on the significance of Manasseh's
inheritance, the Kli Yakar notes the transformation of a once-daunting
land into a place of blessing. He sees in this a lesson of hope and
redemption, where even the most challenging circumstances can be
turned into opportunities for growth and prosperity under HaShem's
guidance. This narrative encourages us to view our own "lands of
giants" with faith, trusting in HaShem's power to convert challenges
into blessings.
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Deuteronomy 3:14

"Jair the son of Manasseh took all the country of Argob unto the coasts of
Geshuri and Maachathi; and called them after his own name,
Bashan-havoth-jair, until this day."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse, highlighting Jair’s conquest and
naming of the territories, represents the Sefirah of Tiferet (beauty,
harmony), which is about the balance and integration of divine
attributes in the world. Jair's actions demonstrate the individual's role
in actualizing divine blessings through personal initiative and effort.
The naming of the territories signifies the human contribution to the
divine narrative, showing how individuals can leave a lasting impact on
the landscape of divine history. It teaches the importance of active
participation in fulfilling HaShem's will, emphasizing that while divine
providence sets the stage, human agency plays a crucial role in bringing
divine plans to fruition.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar sees Jair's naming of the territories as
an act of gratitude and acknowledgment of HaShem's blessings. By
naming them Bashan-havoth-jair, Jair not only claims these territories
but also commemorates the divine assistance that made their
acquisition possible. This act serves as a reminder of the importance of
recognizing and memorializing HaShem's role in our achievements,
encouraging us to always attribute our successes to His guidance and
support.
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Deuteronomy 3:15

"And I gave Gilead unto Machir."

Metaphysical Exploration: The allocation of Gilead to Machir,
representing the fulfillment of divine promise and provision, reflects
the Sefirah of Chesed (loving-kindness), where the distribution of the
land signifies HaShem’s continuous grace and generosity towards His
people. This act of giving is a reminder of the covenantal relationship
between HaShem and Israel, demonstrating that divine blessings are
purposefully bestowed to sustain and nurture the chosen people. It
teaches the principle of divine inheritance, emphasizing that the gifts
received from HaShem are not only for individual benefit but are part of
a larger divine economy of grace meant to support the entire
community.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the significance of the land's
distribution among the tribes, seeing it as a manifestation of HaShem's
precise and thoughtful care for His people. The giving of Gilead to
Machir is viewed as an act that honors the familial and tribal structures
established by HaShem, reinforcing the idea that divine blessings are
intricately linked to HaShem's knowledge of and care for each person's
and tribe's unique needs and destinies. This allocation serves as a
lesson in the personalized nature of HaShem’s blessings, encouraging
us to appreciate and utilize His gifts in accordance with His will.
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Deuteronomy 3:16

"And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites I gave from Gilead even
unto the river Arnon half the valley, and the border even unto the river
Jabbok, which is the border of the children of Ammon;"

Metaphysical Exploration: This specification of the lands given to the
Reubenites and Gadites, delineating their territories by natural
landmarks, symbolizes the Sefirah of Yesod (foundation), which involves
the establishment of a stable and enduring foundation for the Israelite
people. The careful demarcation of boundaries underscores the
importance of clarity and precision in the distribution of HaShem’s
blessings, ensuring that each tribe's inheritance serves as a secure basis
for their future development and prosperity. It teaches the value of
order and structure in realizing HaShem's plan, highlighting that the
effective stewardship of divine gifts requires clear guidelines and
respect for established boundaries.

Kli Yakar Insight: Reflecting on the detailed division of land, the Kli
Yakar underscores the necessity of equitable distribution and the
maintenance of peace and harmony among the tribes. By clearly
defining the territories of the Reubenites and Gadites, Moses acts to
prevent future disputes and ensure a cohesive communal life. This
careful planning and allocation illustrate the principle that divine
blessings come with responsibilities—to use them wisely and to
maintain unity and cooperation within the community. The Kli Yakar's
insights remind us of the importance of stewardship and communal
well-being in the context of divine provision, urging us to manage
HaShem's gifts with care and foresight.
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Deuteronomy 3:17

"The plain also, and Jordan, and the coast thereof, from Chinnereth even
unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, under Ashdoth-pisgah
eastward."

Metaphysical Exploration: The description of the land extending from
Chinnereth to the Salt Sea, encompassing the Jordan's plains, highlights
the Sefirah of Malkhut (kingdom), representing the physical
manifestation of HaShem's promises to His people. The detailed
delineation of these territories underscores the reality of HaShem's
blessings, grounding the divine covenant in the tangible, lived
experience of the Israelite community. This passage emphasizes the
integration of spiritual promises with material fulfillment, teaching that
the divine plan encompasses both the spiritual and the physical realms,
offering a holistic vision of salvation and blessing that is deeply rooted
in the land and its geography.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar emphasizes the significance of the
land's geography as a testament to HaShem's meticulous provision for
His people. The strategic and fertile territories allocated to the tribes
serve not only as rewards for their faithfulness but also as platforms for
future growth and prosperity. By mentioning specific landmarks and
geographical features, the narrative invites a deeper appreciation for
the land as a divine gift, rich with potential for sustaining the Israelite
nation. This detailed account serves as a reminder to recognize and
value the specific ways in which HaShem's blessings manifest in our
lives, urging us to utilize them in alignment with His will.
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Deuteronomy 3:18

"And I commanded you at that time, saying, 'HaShem your God hath
given you this land to possess it: ye shall pass over armed before your
brethren the children of Israel, all that are meet for the war.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: This command for the tribes to support
each other in taking possession of the land reflects the Sefirah of Hod
(splendor, glory), emphasizing the communal responsibility and
solidarity required to actualize HaShem's promises. The requirement
that those capable of fighting should lead the way in securing the land
for their brethren underscores the principle that the realization of
divine blessings often necessitates collective effort and mutual support.
It teaches that within the community of faith, each member has a role
in supporting the fulfillment of HaShem's plan, highlighting the
importance of unity and cooperation in the divine economy.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights the collective aspect of
inheriting the land, seeing in Moses' command a model for communal
responsibility and interdependence. He notes that the conquest of the
land was not merely a series of individual endeavors but a unified effort
that required the participation and support of all capable members of
the community. This approach underscores the concept that the
blessings received from HaShem are not solely for individual
enrichment but are intended to foster communal well-being and
solidarity. The Kli Yakar's insights remind us of the importance of
contributing to the common good and supporting one another in our
collective journey towards realizing HaShem's promises.
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Deuteronomy 3:19

"But your wives, and your little ones, and your cattle, ( for I know that ye
have much cattle,) shall abide in your cities which I have given you;"

Metaphysical Exploration: The provision for the non-combatants and
cattle to remain in the cities while the warriors engage in the conquest
reflects the Sefirah of Netzach (eternity), which in this context,
represents the enduring care and provision of HaShem for all members
of the community. This distinction between those who fight and those
who remain behind highlights the diverse roles within the community,
each contributing to the collective well-being and fulfillment of divine
promises. It teaches that divine care and provision encompass all
aspects of life, ensuring the security and prosperity of the entire
community, regardless of the role each member plays.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar points out the practical wisdom in
Moses' command, ensuring that the societal structure and economic
stability are maintained even as the conquest proceeds. By making
provisions for the families and cattle of the warriors, Moses
demonstrates a holistic approach to fulfilling HaShem's
commandments, one that considers the well-being of the entire
community. This serves as a lesson in the comprehensive nature of
divine commands, which account for the physical, emotional, and
spiritual needs of the people, encouraging a balanced and thoughtful
approach to serving HaShem.
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Deuteronomy 3:20

"Until HaShem have given rest unto your brethren, as well as unto you,
and until they also possess the land which HaShem your God hath given
them beyond Jordan: and then shall ye return every man unto his
possession, which I have given you."

Metaphysical Exploration: This verse, emphasizing the unity and
shared destiny of the Israelite tribes, reflects the Sefirah of Tiferet
(beauty, harmony), where the harmonious fulfillment of HaShem's
promises to all His people is underscored. The directive for mutual
support until all have received their inheritance highlights the
interconnectedness of individual and communal destinies within
HaShem's plan. It teaches the principle that the true realization of
divine blessings is achieved not in isolation but in the context of the
community's overall well-being and success, urging a commitment to
collective achievement and communal harmony.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar interprets this command as an
illustration of the principle that the welfare of one is intertwined with
the welfare of all within the community of Israel. He suggests that the
fulfillment of divine promises is a collective endeavor, with each tribe's
success contributing to the fulfillment of HaShem's covenant with Israel
as a whole. This approach not only strengthens the bonds within the
community but also ensures that the land's conquest and settlement
are achieved in a manner that honors HaShem's will for the entire
nation. The directive to support one another until all have found rest
underscores the importance of unity and mutual assistance, reminding
us that our spiritual and material successes are shared and that true
peace and prosperity are realized in the context of communal
well-being.
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Deuteronomy 3:21

"And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, 'Thine eyes have seen all
that HaShem your God hath done unto these two kings: so shall HaShem
do unto all the kingdoms whither thou passest.'"

Metaphysical Exploration: Moses’ encouragement to Joshua,
emphasizing the victories over Sihon and Og as examples of HaShem's
power and faithfulness, resonates with the Sefirah of Da'at (knowledge),
where experiential knowledge of HaShem's deeds fosters a deeper
understanding and trust in His guidance. This passage highlights the
importance of leadership that is rooted in direct experience of divine
intervention, teaching that faith in HaShem’s promises is strengthened
by recalling His past actions. It underscores the necessity for leaders to
instill confidence and faith in their communities, emphasizing that the
same divine power that enabled past victories will ensure future
successes.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar views Moses' command to Joshua as a
critical transfer of wisdom and encouragement, vital for ensuring the
continuity of leadership and the successful entry into the Promised
Land. He suggests that reminding Joshua of HaShem's past miracles
serves to bolster his faith and resolve, equipping him to lead the people
with confidence. This moment underscores the importance of
mentorship and the transmission of faith and courage from one
generation of leaders to the next, emphasizing that the realization of
HaShem's promises depends on leaders who trust in His power and are
committed to guiding their community in accordance with His will.
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Deuteronomy 3:22

"Ye shall not fear them: for HaShem your God He shall fight for you."

Metaphysical Exploration: This divine assurance encapsulates the
Sefirah of Chesed (loving-kindness), emphasizing HaShem's unwavering
support and protection for His people. The command not to fear
reflects a profound trust in HaShem's sovereignty and His ability to
safeguard His people against any adversity. This verse reinforces the
concept that the battles faced by the Israelites are ultimately HaShem's,
underscoring the power of divine intervention in overcoming obstacles.
It teaches the importance of relinquishing fear and fostering a
deep-seated confidence in HaShem's providence, reminding us that our
strength lies not in our own abilities but in our reliance on the Divine.

Kli Yakar Insight: The Kli Yakar highlights this verse as a cornerstone of
faith, illustrating the foundational belief in HaShem's omnipotence and
His active role in the lives of His people. By asserting that HaShem
Himself will fight for Israel, Moses instills a sense of divine assurance
and courage within the community, crucial for facing the challenges
ahead. This teaching serves as a reminder of the importance of faith in
action, encouraging us to confront our fears with the knowledge that
HaShem is with us, guiding and protecting us in accordance with His
will.
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